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day persistently. I regret that he was notelected. were informed at an early stage of the session, by 


I should be glad if he could be elected yet. There 
was nothing of ** agony”’ in it, so faras I, at least, 
am concerned; and I rejoice that the approving 
voice of the country comes back thick and strong 
upon usevery day. But when it was ascertained 
that upon call of the roll the gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Sar] wasalready elected Speaker 
of this House, there were two members here who 
did exhibit a ‘* bloody agony”’ greater even than 
Parrhasius desired to paint—a memberfrom Penn- 
sylvania and the gentleman from Tennessce, {Mr. 
Eruermwce.}] Even the spear of disappointed 
hope pierced the side of that gentleman, and there 
has come forth—but I will follow the gentleman 
no further in his impious allusion. His motives 
it would be unparliamentary to criticise. 

As to his prediction that the result of the pend- 
ing ballot is h foregone conclusion, | remember 
that a gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Corwiy] re- 
solved, some time ago, that he would continue to 
vote for Joun SHerman until ‘Gabriel had blowed 
his Jast trump;’’ and that a member from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Stevens] declared, that he and his 
party designed to adhere to Mr. Suerman until 
** the crack of doom;”’ and when declarations and 
predictions, such as those made by the gentleman 
from Tennessce, are uttered here, 1 am reminded 
that the canon of prophecy has closed, 

Mr. HILL and Mr. MOORHEAD sought the 
floor. 

Mr. HILL. I think it is duc to me that I should 
say a few words. 

Mr. MOORHEAD. 
a word. 

Mr. HILL. 1 will be brief. I will say to the 
gentleman from Texas that, when he refers tomy 
agency in producing any schism in the Democratic 
sarty, I utterly disclaim any such design. When 
i says that [ complain because I had not been 
consulted in reference to Democratic arrange- 
ments, | also disclaim that. Iam not aggrieved. 
I had no right to expect it. [ merely say for my- 
self that, while there may be forty gentlemen on 
this side of the Chamber for whom I would most 
cheerfully vote, if it suited me, yet I state for 
myself individually, once for all, that [ would not 
knowingly vote for any man, of any shade of pol- 
itics, who would not vote for such a political sin- 
ner as some gentlemen seem to consider me. 1 
never will, if L know it. 

I think I know my own purity or impurity of 
motives as well as another, and I certainly should 
stultify myself if I did not know that*my friend 
from North Carolina [Mr. Suir] was more ac- 
ceptable to the Democratic side than any of his 
associates. I have stated why he was. This I 
will say: that if I am mistaken, and if it be true 
that the gentleman from [Ilinois in nomination, is 
correctly yepresented in the sentiments I hold in 
my hand, said to have been adopted at a Demo- 


And I only want to say 


cratic convention, in the State of Illinois, over 


which J. L. McConnell presided, then, in my judg- 


ment, he entertains good sentiments. They recog- | 


nize the power of Congress to protect slavery in 
the Territories, whenever application is made by 
the inhabitants of the Territory for that purpose. 
1 state, frankly, that I do noteunderstand him to 
belong to that school. I[ regret that he does not. 


I stop right there, and will only say, to vindicate | 


what ! before said, that, if there has been a con- 
sultation with the American party, I know noth- 
ing of it. I take it for granted that the gentleman 
has stated what he knows to be true, and that a 
proposition has been made to the American party 
to vote for the gentleman from Illinois. If there 


has been, I have not heard of it; but I am not | 
very oilicious in these matters myself, and I do | 


not desireto be. I take care of myself. 


I do not | 


| Boteler, 


Aldrich, Alley, Ashley, 


ask anybody to vote for the gentleman from Vir- || 


ginia, [Mr. Mixtson,] for whom I stated I should 
vote myself. Let every gentleman do what seems 
proper to him. 

Mr. MOORHEAD. 
purpose of congratulating this House and the coun- 
try, upon the fact that we are now ready to proceed 
to elect a Speaker of this House. And why? We 


4] 


I rise, Mr. Clerk, for the | 
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the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. CLark,] that 
a certain smoking-out process would have to be 
gone through with before we could clect aSpeaker. 
That has been gone through with this morning, 
and we are now ready to elect a Speaker. (Cries 
of ** Call the roll!’ from all sides of the House. ] 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania says that at the beginning of 
this session I said there was to be a smoking-out 
process. I did make that assertion, and that gen 
tleman now feels the effects of that process, Ihave 
nodoubt. Sir, that resolution of mine has worked 
its effect, so fur, at least, that it has smoked out 
before the American people the fact that an in- 
dorser of the Helper book cannot be Speaker of 
this House. 

I want to tell an anecdote just here, which the 
gentleman will enjoy perhaps. [heard of a hunter 
once who went out turkey hunting. He found a 
turkey roosting upon one of the highest trees of 
the forest. He fired, the turkey fell, and he started 
for the purpose of catching him; but the turkey 
got up and ran off with a broken wing. The 
hunter pursued until he got tired, and ceased his 
pursuit with the exclamation: ‘* There is one con- 
solation; you will have to roost lower the rest of 
your life.’’ (Laughter, and cries of ‘Call the 
roll!”? ** Call the roll!?’] 

FORTY-THIRD BALLOT FOR SPEAKER. 

The House proceeded to the forty-third ballot 
for Speaker; with the following result: Whole 
number of votes, 233; necessary to a choice, 117; 
of which— 
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So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 
For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Ciharles F. Adams, Adrain, 
Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, 
Blake, Brayton, Butiinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Bur 
roughs, Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Colfax, 
Conkling, Corwin, Covode, Curtis, I]. Winter Davis, 
Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, 
Ely, Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Frank, French, 
Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, Haskin, Hel 
mick, Hickman, Hoard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, 
Junkin, Francis W. Keilogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, 
Kilgore, Killinger, DeWitt ©. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, 
Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, McKean, McKnight, McPher 
son, Millward, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, 
Morse, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, 
Pottle, Reynolds, Rice, Christopher Robinson, Royce, 
Schwartz, Scranton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, Spauld 
ing, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, Stratton, 
l‘appan, ‘Thayer, 'Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, 
Vandever, Van Wyck, Verree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, 
Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel! 
Washburn, Wells, Wilson, Windom, Wood, and Voodruff. 

For Mr. Mec Clernand—Messrs. Allen, ‘Thomas L. Ander 
son, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Barrett, Bocock, 
Bouligny, Branch, Briggs, Bristow, Burch, Bur- 
nett, Horace F. Clark, John B. Clark, Clemens, Cobb, John 
Cochrane, Cooper, Cox, James Craig, Burton Craige, Craw 
ford, Davidson, John G. Davis, Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, 
Dimmick,. Edmundson, English, Florence, Fouke, Garnett, 
Gartrell, Hamilton, Jobn ‘I’. Harris, Hawkins, Hindman, 
Holman, Houston, Howard, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, 
Jones, Kunkel, Lamar, Landrum, Larrabee, Leake, Logan, 
Love, Maclay, Charles D. Martin, Elbert 3. Martin, May 
nard, VicRae, Millson, Montgomery, Isasc N. Morris, Nib- 
lack, Noell, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Reagan, 
Riggs, James C. Robinson, Ruffin, Rust, Scott, Sickles, 
Simms, Singleton, William Simith, William N. H. Smith, 
Neevenson, James A. Stewart, Stout, Taylor, Thomas, 
Underwood, Valiandigham, Vanee, Whiteley, Winslow, 
Woodson, and Wright. 

For Mr. Millson—Messrs. Hardeman, Hatton, Hill, Nel- 


| son, Quarles, and Stokes. 


For Mr. McQueen—Messrs. Borham, Clopton, Curry, 
Miles, Sydenham Moore, and Pugh. 

For Mr. Gilmerv—Messrs. Green Adams, William C. An- 
derson, J. Morrison Harris, Mallory, and Webster. 

For Mr. Vallandigham—Mr. Boyce. 

For Mr. Taylor—Mr. Brabsou. 

For Mr. Horace F. Clark—Mr. Etheridge. 
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For Mr. 
For Mr. 
For Mr. 


Clemens—Mr. Gilmer. 
Bocock—Mr. James M. Leach, 
Pugh—Mr. MeQueen, 

For Mr. Phelps—Mr. McClernand. 

For Mr. Miles—Mr. Keitt. 

For Mr. William N. H. Smith—Mr. Laban T. Moore. 

During the balloting, the following proceedings 
took plac : 

When Mr. Davis, of Maryland, recorded his 
vote for Mr. Pennineron, there was considerable 
applause from the Republican benches, and min- 
gled applause and hisses from the galleries. 

Mr. BURNETT said: I have witnessed with 
pain and deep regret the exhibition made by Amer- 
ican citizens here in the galleries, d&ring the de- 
liberations of this House, and upon the floor, too. 
If we intend to maintain the dignity of this House, 
as a legislative and deliberative body, if we intend 
to represent truly American character and Amer- 
ican legislation, | do appeal to this House to stop 
these exhibitions, | care not from what quarter 
they come. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. Stop it upon 
the floor first. . 

Mr. BURNETT. It should be stopped by 
clearing the galleries, if it can be stopped in no 
other way. Those who are guilty of these man- 
ifestations upon the floor, ought to feel shame 
mantle their cheeks when they doit. When it 
occurs in the galleries, we can check it there; and 
I insist that the Clerk shall enforce the rules of 
this House and prevent these breaches of de- 
corum. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to say, that upon 
this side of the House we concur with the remarks 
made by the gentleman from Kentucky. I be- 
lieve that the first demonstration of applause and 
approbation to-day was made upon the other side 
of the House; but it has been so gencral upon 
both sides that I do not censure any one, But 
now, | hope, as we are about to terminate this 
prolonged controversy, that every member will 
pledge himself from this time forth to restrain all 
expression of feeling, and suppress every sign of 
approbation or disapprobation, [Cries of ** Call 
the roll!’’ 

The CLERK. The Clerk begs to appeal to 
gentlemen on this floor, and he appeals to those 
in the galleries, [cries of ** Call the roll!’’] to re- 
frain from these expressions of feeling. 

The Clerk resumed the call of the roll. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE, when his name was called, 
said: I vote for the present for Horace F. Crank, 
of New York. [{Laughter.] 

Mr. FLORENCE, when his name was called, 
said: The gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Ern- 
ERIDGE,] in his remarks this morning, chose to 
refer to the feelings which the northern Demo- 
erats experienced in casting their votes for Mr. 
SMITH. 

Mr. DUNN. I object. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I cannot help that. 

Mr. DUNN. I object. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I am about to state the 
reasons for my vote. That privilege has been 
permitted to others heretofore, and at this late 
hour I trust I shall not be denied the same privi- 
lege. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. I hope my 
colleague will be allowed to proceed without in- 
terrupuon. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I desire to say to the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, and to this House, that, 
after seventy-two hours’ reflection, | have no 
agony for the course I pursued; and every hour 
confirms me more and more in my belief of the 
sound conclusion and proper judgment that influ- 
enced that vote. lam a Democrat, without geo- 
graphical qualification, or without indication from 
any point of the compass. I am a Democrat, 
proper, per se, [laughter,] pure, and simple; and 

say to you, and to the country, that I am grat- 
ified, to my inmost heart, that a sense of duty and 
patriotism, if | may be so permitted to express 
myself, prompted me to cast my vote for the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina. <A suffering coun- 
try prompted me; and a desire to avoid that which 
I should of all things most reprehend—the seeing 
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that chair occupied by a sectional Speaker, the 
aes of a sectional organization, whose doc- 
trines, dogmas, and views, as | remarked the other 
day, are fast undérmining the fabric of our repub- 
lican lil ries. 

We failed to elect the gentleman from North 
Carolina; but believing that the vote I gave will 


meet th approval of my constituent 3, and of the 
commercial, mechanical, and manufacturing in- 
ter that | represent, either in the district I have 
the honor tore pre ent, orin the State which I have 


the honor, in part, lo represent upon this floor— 
believing that, | throw myself upon their indu |- 
erence, and will wait for the verdict of their judy 
ment. Having failed to elect a sound, nation 1. 
conservative man, as I believe, as I know Mr. 
Sairu to be, | now cast my vote for the zentleman 
from Illinois, Mr. McCLernanp. 

Mr. HARDEMAN. Mr. Clerk, in the early 
part of the session, | announced that I was pre- 
pares at ang time to cast my vot for any con- 

‘rvative Democrat for Speaker of this Hous 
1 am willing to do so now. I also stated, at the 
same time, that I could not support one who in- 
dorSed the opinions of the distinguished Senator 
from Illinois. I did not think at that time the 
contin; erency would happen when I should be com- 
pelled to « hoose between such a Democrat and a 
Republican, ‘That time, however, has perhaps 
Eritved: and I say now to the members of the 
Democratic party who have refused to vote for 
the honorable member for whom a majority of 
their party are now voting, that whenever the y 
see proper to give that gentleman their support 
and place him where my vote will elect him, I 
will give it to him, as a choice of evils. The pul 
will be a bitter one, not that ] obj: et to the ted 
orable gentleman personally, for I know him to 
be eminently qualified to fill the Speaker’s chair; 
but I do object to and r pudiate is doctrines of 
the powers of a Territory. Sul, sir, as a choice: 
of evils, and to show a spirit of compromise, | 
will give him my ee whenever hisown party 
plac e it in my power to elect him, but not before. 
1 bi now vote for honorable Mr. Mixiuisoyn, 

* Virginia: 

‘Me. HOUSTON, when his name was called, 
said: IT intend to vote for Mr. McCurrnanp, of 
Illinois; and in thus casting my vote, I desire to 
say that [ am proud to have an « opportunity of 
indorsing the manly, self-sacrificing, and patriotic 
course of the northwestern and northern Democ- 
racy since this Congressassembled. ‘The present 
struggle for the Speakership has been a severe and 
aneventfulone. Arrayed againstus isa party, the 
chief, if not the only principle in whose plan of 
action 1s opposiuon to, and a war u} pon, the con- 
stitutional rights of the South; ar id thre vuchout 
the truge , to the present moment, and in every 
p yh at, the Democrac y from the free States 
te al by us and with us; they have voted 
for our various candidates, nearly ‘all of whom 
have been southern men, without stopping to in- 
quire whether they were for or against popular 
sovereignty, or anything else; the y have voted 
for our Democratic candidates without Inquiry 
and without hesitation. They have gone further: 
they have voted for a member of the southern Op- 
position party; and all to beat the Black Repub- 
lic 1 party, and to save, defend, and protect the 
Dnstituti mal rights of the South roth Sgkression 
and injury. These things they have done, and 
much more; and it affords me p jleasure to have it 
in my power to show my ap preeiation of their 
gallant and patriotic conduct in the trying scenes 
through which we have passed, and are yet pass- 
ing, 

1 served in Congress with Mr. McCiernanp 
some years since. His congressional record will 
compare favorab ly with that of any Democrat. I 
know him to be eminently well fitted for the dis- 
charge of the duties of the important position of 
Speaker of this House; he has experience, capac- 
ity, and unswerv ing inte erity. But in voting for 
a gentleman to be Speaker of this House, I do 
not intend to indorse every political opinion he 
may entertain; if I should refuse to vote until I 
could find a candidate who agreed with me in all 


“things, I fear I might not be able to cast my vote 


as I have done. I have voted for various gentle- 

men during this memorab ‘le struecle; several with- 
in, and one without, the Democr: atic Panty differ- 
ing, doubtless, very widely in th sentiments; 
and surely it cannot be believed eg any onc that, 


'allofthem. The idea is monstrous. 


| by: my votes thud given, [have indorsed land madd | 
myself responsible for the political sentiments of 
1 am en- 
deavoring to defeat the Ré oe an party; and, 
being in the minority, I must, in a wise discharge 
of my duties, do the best Ican. I have prefer- 


ences In my OWn party; but | if I find I cannot get | 


the one I prefer, then I feel it my duty, in order 
todefeat the Repul none tne ikea a choice; 
and I intend to act upon tha t prine ipl I have 
acted upon that prin ciple even to riving my vote 
for Mr. Smirn, of Nort h Carolina; who, I pre- 
sume, agrees with me politically in but few things. 
Mr. Smiru is a conservative man, and with me in 
opposition to the Republicans; and I voted for 
him with pleasure. { hardly suppose that he or 
any one else understood me as indors sing his po- 
litical sentiments, whatever the ‘y may | es and thus 
it is with all of us in voting for Sp eee We do 
the best we can, Our purpose is to defeat Black 
Republicanism; and we must make sacrifices in 
order to concentrate. Ido not mean to sacrifice 
principle, Our prineiples remain the same; we 
only give up our choice of men in order to accom- 
plish a great benefit to the country. Cannot we 
cheerfully make such sacrifices? For one, 1 can 
and I will; and I will trust to the patriotic feeling 
of my constituents to induce their approval of the 
act. I prefer any one outside of the Republican 
party to any one in it. I prefer any one who has 
voted with us and stood by us in this struggle 
to any one who has been against us, and I think 
such should be the feelings of all in this House 
outside of the Black Republican party. 

I am not voting with reference to the presiden- 

tial election; my vote lias no relation to that elec- 
tion. Iam voting for Speaker, and not President. 
fam not advised of the precise position of Mr. 
MeCiernanp on every political question; but if 
he believes that the Territorial Legislature can 
con eee exclude slavery froma Territory, 
{ differ from him, and my vote for him does not 
indorse any opinion of his which I do not approve. 
1 know him to be a high-toned and true Demo- 
crat, sound and scieenneeiee unflinching in his 
opposition to abolitionism and Black Republican- 
ism, who has done and is doing valiant service in 
defense of the constitutional rights of the South. 
I vote for Mr. MeCiernanp, of Illinois. 

Mr. LANDRUM, when his name was called, 
seid: In voting for Mr. McCiernanp, as I in- 

tend to do, do not mean—as has already been 
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parties, I shall proceed as Swould in shebiine 
vetween typhus fever and small-pox. (Laughter. | 


| I stand, in my own estimation, pledged now to 


said by the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovs- || 


TON >| nay ing the re asons for his vote—to indorse 
all of his political opinions. 1 yote for him be- 
cause I believe him to be infinitely preferable to 
the gentleman presented to us from the other side 
of the House. Between these two, whom it be- 
comes every man in the House to choose between, 
I have no hesitation whatever to cast my vote for 
Mr. McCiernanp. 

Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina, when his 
name was called, said: It was made a condition 
precedent when our Democratic friends agreed to 
vote for my distingcuished friend from North Car- 
olina, that he should, before the sy voted for him, 
receive the entire vote of his own party. I see with 
regret that there are a number of distinguished 
gentlemen of the Democratic party, from different 
States, who have declined voting for the gentle- 
manfrom linois. [stated, heretofore, that] would 
vote for any man to defeat the Re publican organ- 
ization, Iam willing now to vote for the gentle- 
man from Illinois; bee ause I believe him to be a 
man of talent, and possessing the necessary qual- 
ifications to discharge the daties of the Speaker- 
chip: but my vote would effect no result. While 

I differ from him in the doctrines which [ under- 
stand him as holding, particularly in the doctrine 
of popular sovereignty, which I utterly repudiate, 
still to defeat the Republicans I am w illing to vote 
for him; and, I say now, that if the Democratic 
party come up in mass, I will cast my vote for 
the gentleman from Linois. For the present, I 
vote for Mr. Bococx, of Virginia. 

Mr. MALLORY, when his name was called, 
said: I feel, Mr. Clerk, that I am about getting 
myself into a position which I have for some time 
anticipated—a position, I mean, in which shail 
be compelled to choose between two ev ils, as. I 
regard them, I am opposed, as every gentleman 
here knows, to the Democracy, and Tam opposed 
to the Re ublic an party; and whenever I shall be 
compelled to make a choice between these two 


the Democratic party in this House, to vote for 
a candidate of their party for the Speake rship. 
Whenever my vote will elect him, whenever I 
see that the Democratic party has concentrated 
its votes on their own candidate, | will feel my- 
self bound by my pledges, and by the condnet of 
the Democratic party itself, to vote for that gen- 
tleman. I believe we have not yet arrived at ‘that 
point. I find that my friends on the Democratic 
side of the House have not yet rallied in sufficient 
numbers to the gentleman from Illinois to induce 
me to believe that he can be elected either by my 
vote, or the vote of the party with which I ‘have 
the honor to act. In that state of the case, if our 
fillibustering is about to be stopped by a conclu- 
sion to be reached by the other side of the House; 
if we are to be stopped from roing awi ly from 
home in order to make conquests; if, in other 
words, the hour of death has arrived, I prefer to 
die at ‘home ,» among my own kindre d and under 
my own flag. The ground which I stood upon 
and fought upon, is—in the language of a distin- 
guished gentleman of my own State —good enough 
to die upon. I have always stood upon American 
soil; and [ hope to God to die, if dic [ must, upon 
American soil, Forthe sake, however, ofliving, for 
the sake of avoiding this cup, which I pray to God 
to remove from me, I am willing to go into foreign 
territory—if the ge mntle ‘man from Mississip} i will 
allow me to call Democratie ground foreign soil. 
The time has not yet arrived in which I can effect 
any good by taking that step; and, for the sake 
of returning to my friends band kindred in my last 
dying agony and struggle , to have them around 
me, and to hear in the last moments of my eXist- 
ence the sound of 4 native pibroch, I vote now 
for Joun A. Giimer, of North Carolina. 

Mr. MAYNARD, "whe n his name was called, 
said: I do not regard the vote I am about to give, 
as my friend from Kentucky [Mr. Matrory] 
seems to regard it, as donatio causa mortis—an act 
performed in contemplation of death. IT. do not 
expect my political demise to take place here and 
now; I am considering rather length of days and 
continuance of life. Sir, it is important that we 
should, as soon as possible, organize the House, 
and goto our legitimate duties. I am satisfied that 
has been the opinion of the country at large for 
weeks; and the letters I have received, many in 
number, satisfy me that our constituents look with 
pain and regret, not to say with shame and indig- 


| nation, upon the scene w hich the y have w itnessed 


here for almost two months. I had hoped, I had 
believed, that this scene would terminate on i riday 
last, when my friend from North Carolina [Mr. 
Sairu] was a candidate before the House; a gen- 
tleman of great moral worth, of eminent ability, 
of moderate views, of just and liberal sentiments; 
against whose political opinions as little could be 
urged, perhaps, as against those ofany othermem- 
ber of the House; personally popular and accept- 
able to us all, who was supported by his colleagues 
from the South, and by moderate, non-sectional 
representatives of different parties from the North 


| —one for whom, for the first time, votes had been 
| cast sufficient to secure his election. 


If they had been permitted to remain unchanged ; 
if this great Union movement had been consum- 
mated. ‘and the distinguished Carolinian had been 


inducted into that chair as Speaker of this House, 


lam apt to believe that thanks would have gone 


| up to Heaven from millions of Americans hearts; 


and the Sabbath foflowing, catching the glad inte i 
ligence, would have been hallowe d by prayers 

eratitude from hundreds of churches all over the 
land. Attempting the accomplishment of that 
result, one of the most active, one of the most in- 
fluential agencies was the honorable gentleman 
from Illinois, [Mr. McC.Lernanp,}] whose name 
is now before the House asa candidate for the same 
high office. Accepting his conduct on that occa- 
sion, in the same gencrous, liberal, and enlarge d 
spirit, which I am sure actuated him, I will en- 
deavor to meet him upon the same high, common 
ground. In supporting him, in giving him my 


_vote for Speaker, I do not indorse his politic sal 


opinions. Of course I do not. I differ from him 
widely on many questions. If he could forego 
that difference, so as to support my candidate, I 
will do the same. His position and principles 
are known to his constituents and to the country. 
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Aline are als known to my constituents, possibly 
to the country. la casting my vote for ham or for 
any other man to disentangle this perplexing knot, 
I have no fear of losing my own ide ntity, or of 
‘going over,’’ or of being ‘sw allowed up.”’ Ido 
not depart from my principles or party be longings; 
I have been taught, however, to believe that the 
way to elect a candidate is to vote for him; and 
acting upon that belief, I vote for Joun A. Me- 
CLERNAND. 

Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky, when his nam 
was called, said: Did I consult my pleasure on 
this occasion, I should vote without saying a 
word: but the attitude which I oc« ‘upy, and what 
I have heretofore said upon this floor, require 
that I should at this time say something explana- 
tory of the vote I am about to cast. 

Upon a former occasion, when asked if | would 
vote for a Douglas Democaat, I said emphatically 
that I would not. It has been said, ands said truly, 
that it is better not to vow at all, than to vow and 
not perform; it has also been we ls said, that a bad 
promise is better kept in the breach ~— in the 
observance. Now, ! am in this attitude: [ do not 
feel at liberty to re voke what I have said on this 
floor heretofore by voting for Mr. McCLernanp, 
much as I would desire to do so, unless the neces- 
sity is forced upon me of choosing, and my vote 
shall settie the question, which shall pre ‘side over 
the deliberations of this House, Mr. MeCier- 
NAND or Governor Pennineton. When that ne- 
cessity is forced upon me, I say now frankly that 
I will vote for the gentleman from Illinois. But, 
until my vote will settle this question, | feel like 
my friend from Kentucky, (Mr. Matiory,] that 
I prefer to die under my own col®rs; and I vote 
for Mr. Smirn, of North Carolina. 

Mr. NOELL, when his name was called, said: 
I desire to say, that when 1 am called upon to 
perform a public duty, I never stop to inquire 
whether other men perform theirs. When I am 
called upon to perform an act which, under all the 
circumstances that surround me, IL believe to be 
right, I trust I shall have the moral courage to 
perform it. I believe itis now my duty to vote 
for Mr. McCuiernanp, of lilinois, although I differ 
from him on some questions; and so believing, I 
do not wait to see whether my vote will elect him 
or not. [am somewhat like General Jackson in 
this respect. Iam willing to take the responsi- 
bility. 1 vote for Joun A. McCrernanp, whether 
my vote will elect him or not. 

‘Mr. SINGLETON, when his name was called, 
said: I wish to state to the House the reasons 
why I shall cast the vote | intend to cast on this 
occasion. There are three of them: 

In the first place, the gentleman from Illinois 
has acted with the De smocratic organiz: ition ever 
since we came together; he has been in our caucus; 
he has sup ported our caucus nominee; and has 
shown himself, thus far at least, to be a sound 
Democrat. 

In the next place, I consider the issue as nar- 
rowed down between Mr. Pennincton, of New 
Jersey,and Mr. McCiernanp, of lilinois. Such 
being the case, | cannot hesitate which | will take. 

In the last place, [ find that the Americans hold 
themselves ready to cast their votes for Mr. Me- 
CLERNAND, whenever the y can by thei ‘ir votes se- 
cure his election. This, sir, places the re sponsi- 
bility of his election upon the shoulders of the 
Democrats. Without, therefore, indorsing the 
opinions of that gentleman upon the territorial 
question—for | know not what they are; so far as 
his record in the past is concerned, as a member 
of Congress, | believe it is acceptable to all south- 
ern men—I say that, without indorsing his politi- 
cal opinions upon the territorial question—and I 
am determined, now, and at all times, to fight the 
doctrine of popular sovereignty in the Territories 
on the subject of slavery—nevertheless, in order 
to place the power in the hands of my own party, 
ona to defeat the Black Republicans, I vote for 
Joun A. McCiernanp, of Illineis. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Mr, Clerk, many 
Democrats have voted for Americans when they 
knew that in doing so there was a chance of an 
election. They did not conside ‘r,in voting for an 
American, that there was lepragy in the touch*that 
would affect them. For two om did the Demo- 
cratic p party stand by one of the southern Opposi- 
tion, uring Fri day and yesterday they voted in 
solid eolumn, with the exception of one ortwo gen- 
tlemen, while another stood ready to dg it. They 
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dozen ballots stood up for Mr. Smrrn, of North 
Carolina. The northern and northwestern Dem 
ocrats were reluctant to cast their suffrages in that 
direction; yet, sir, under the influence of their rduty 
to their country, they came forward and gener- 
ously and devotedly gave their votes for Mr. 
Satru, of North Carolina. What sort of feeling 
should-this have awak d in that southern Op- 
position? We sce how that act has operated with 
the American party. One of its members has di 
seried, utterly gone, and has joined himself with 
hisidols. A few of the others have come forward 
and manifested their readiness to vote witl the 
Democracy. Others have coldly refused. They 
are willing to do it, the y say, when they can n ake 
an election, well knowing, as they must, that the 
power to make an election and to operate upon 
hesitating materials, is to exhibit our strength by 
combination. 

But what I regret is, that these gentlemen, In- 
stead of awarm and generous feeling for the part 
the northern and the northwestern Democracy, 
and the Democracy generally, have acted, should 
have displayed a hesitating, calculating policy— 
one, my life 1 upon it, that the country did not ex- 
pect. I grie ve-ovet it. Having said this much, I 
desire my vote to be recorded for Mr. MeCier- 
NAND, of Illinois. 

Mr. SMITH, of North Carolina. Before Least 
my vote, | wish to make a brief explanation, 
The gentleman from Illinois, who has been put 
in nomination by his own party, did me the honor 
of giving me a prompt and ready vote. He did 
not, sir, in that case,as I underst od it, com- 
promise any of his own political principles; nor 
do I compromise any of mine in the vote which 
[ now propose to give; and without intending there- 
fore to say that that gentleman’s peculiar views 
in reference to the territorial policy are correct, 
but placing myself upon the same footing towards 
him that he did towards me, [ say he shall not 
excel me in the spiritof patriousm that prompte d 
his act; and, sir, he shall not be more generous to 
me than I will be to him. I cheerfully cast my 
vote for Mr. McC.ernanp, of Illinois. [Slight 
applause in the galleries. followed by eries of 
“Orde '?? from the Republi an benches. 3 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. Mr. Clerk, 
many members during the course of this “ballas 
have indulged in personal explanations. Before 
I give my vote, let me also say a word. I am 
always re ady, sir, to assume any responsibility 
demanded in the discharge of my duty in this 
Louse, without specific statements, at the time, of 
my reasons; but the explanations now given by 
others for their action seem to make it heeessary 
for me to submit a remark or two, and, perhaps, 
imperatively so, since I have observed, upon this 


eccasion, most strange and extraordinary devel- 


opments. I will, in brief, give the reasons that 


control me in the vote which I shall presently pro- 
ceed to give, without seruple. 

{ have not, during the several votes for Speaker 
since the commencement of this session, under- 
taken to inquire very specifically in reference to 
the sentiments or tenets politic ally entertained by 
those for whom I voted, so that the "y occupied a 
national position, in antagon ism to the radical and 
destructive doctrines of the Republican or Aboli- 
tion party. ‘The me saleeeniedities Democratic party 
—the principles of which are essentially and un- 
deniably national and conservative, and which it 
has always given me pleasure to advocate, and 
which command my * urmest and primary sup- 
port—met here at the beginning of the session, 
in caucus, and nominated as their candidate for 
Speaker the accomplished gentleman from Vir- 
ginia,{Mr. Bocock.} I voted forhim with great 
pleasure. When he deemed it proper, under the 
circumstances, to retire from the field, it seemed 
to me right that as our scleeted standard-bearer 
had been taken from the South, and our northern 
and northwestern friends had gallantly come up 
to his support, when we scattered our fotes, that 
I should go North and Northwest, and even to the 
Pacific, keeping within the Democratic organiza- 
tion, from comity to our Democratic brethren in 
those sections. After Mr. Bocock’s withdrawal, 
{ took much pleasure in voting for northern and 
northwestern Democrats. 

I have not stopped there, in order, if possible, 
to defeat the Black Republicans. When you get 
outside of the Democratic organization, if you 
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antl here two successive days, and in half a 








iano you find still an additional contest going 
on in the country, ostensibly, at least, against 
this sectional Abolition marty. What is the char- 
acter of that contest?) Why, sir, in the range of 
opposition to the anti-slavery faction, there are 
larger and more comprehensive considerations, 
perhaps »than those which belong properly to any 
party, and where all sound men may be said to 
occu ipy a common p latform; and I did not hesi- 
tate, when the distinguished gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. Smiru) was : put forward, in order 
to relieve the country from the existh Ww embar- 
rassment and organize this House upon a national 
basis, to cast my vote for him, bélieving he was 
radically and absolute] ly opposed to this Abolition 
party, although not be longing to the Democratic 
organization. | had not the least diffieulty in 
taking that position, hoping, possibly, by ‘that 
course, to defeat the Repu blicnn neoty in their 
organization, their se hemes, and their ‘onstitu- 
tional designs. ‘lo accomplish that result, 1 shall 
not hesitate to vote for any man competent to dis- 
charge the duties of Speak r, whose political staius 
is national in its character, and antagonistic to 
the anti-slavery party, where | can get no Demo- 
crat to ace omplis! 1 the same purpose, That | be- 
leve to be the solemn ‘a y of eve ry sound, na- 
tional, and conservative patriot, who fully and 
completely comprehends the entire scopx of his 
obligations to the country at large. 
In this great crisis and overruling necessity, I 
believe that the Demoeratic party, whether de- 
feated now or successful in the determination of 
this contest, has cause to congratulate itself upon 
its broad, catholic, and proud position, Why, sir, 
this Hlouse has been in a state of disorganiza- 
tion for a long time, and public opinion has been 
sounded to its most atom dey ths, and you see 
the national sentiment more fully developed, me 
this flood-tide of elementary pi atriotic feeling whi 
is fast setting in will rise higher, and in its onward 
and resistless course sweep away absolutely this 
demented and revolutionary sectional party, and 
obliterate all opposing elements, I trust, It will 
flow on, and you cannot preve nt it, in my judg- 
ment. Now, here isadistinguished politician put 
forward from the State of Ni w Jersey. Il have 
not incurred the trouble of looking into the ante- 
cedents of that gentleman. I understand, how- 
ever, he was in the convention which nominated 
John C, Frémont. 
Mr. ADRAIN. The gentleman is mistaken. 
Mr STEWART, of Maryland. Did he not 
support F’rémont in the last presidential election? 
Mr. ADRAILN made a remark inaudible te the 
reporter. 
Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. I understand 
from the gentleman from New Jersey, who un- 
dertakes to be the organ of the gentleman who is 
the Republican candidate, that he was not in the 
convention, but | have further understood that he 
voted for John C. Frémont. 
Mr. ADRAIN. I wish to say that I am not 
the organ of Mr. Pennineton, who is before this 
Llouse as candidate for Sp aker. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I rise toa que stion of 
order. This whole debate is out of order. 
Mr. ADRAIN. I will occupy but a moment. 
I wish to say that I do not know how Mr. Pen- 
nincTon voted. I know nothing aboutit. Lam 
not his organ, 
Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. I would not 
. » the least injustice to pi gentleman put forward 
s the candidate of the Re publicar: party upon this 
occasion. I have heard upon this floor what is 
” position of that geutleman, as I have stated; 
but I have not, as I said befare, put myself to the 
trouble of looking closely into his political record. 
But [ should suppose, from the ground which that 
gentleman occupies as the standard-bearer of the 
Republican party, that his colleague from New 
Jersey or some of those who have brought him 
before the House, would, if he himself is not pre- 
pared to define his position, undertake to do it for 
him, if not properly represented, 
1 now emphatically state that | understand that 
he voted for Mr. Frémont. Then, when you as 
us how we can vote for a northwestern Democrat, 
whether he be in favor of popular sovereignty 01 
| not, or whatever may be his nee position mi 

reference to that and all other ques 
\| ing the Territories, an adequate r ply ' suggests 
|| itself, that such a one is far pref rable to a Black 
i Republican, or supporter of Frémont, As to the 
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able and distinguished gentleman, Mr. McC.ier- 
NAND, Since I have had the pleasure of meetng 
with him on this floor and in the caucus mectings 
of the Democratic party, | have found him to be 
a high-toned and accomplished gentleman, with 
talents and qualifications capable of adorning that 


station to which he has been nominated. He is 
within the limits of the Democratic organization, 
and has warmly supported its nominee, and effi- 
ciently sustained its action. I believe him to be, 
so far as I have heard, a genuine Democrat; and 
althouch I have not investigated his record, some 
one, | think, said it was as sound as General 
Jackson’s in its sterling Democracy. I have not 
stopped to inquire, on this occasion, and more 
especially in such an emergency, whether he holds 
this shade of opinion or that. He is a national 
man, and opposed to the schemes of the Repub- 
licans, lam sure, and will render patriotic service 
as such; and if an organization is now effected, 
with that gentleman for Speaker, does any man 
doubt that the House will be organized upon a 
national basis? And I say to any of our Demo- 
cratic friends who may have different views of 
duty, and who have not voted for him, I do not 
clearly see how they can hesitate between the wen- 
tleman from New Jersey and the gentleman from 
[linois. How shall | hesitate in my choice ina 
contest like this? As 1 said before, 1 have not 
stopped and shall not stop to inquire what par- 
ticular opinions he may entertain upon this or 
that debatable doctrine. L believe he ts a good 
Democrat; and if the House is organized by his 
election, that the country will be satisfied that we 
have & conservative and national man, and will 
be delighted. I have no difficulty in my course, 
but feel solemnly bound to sustain him; and it 
will give me much pleasure to aid in the eleva- 
tion of an excellent gentleman and such a fervent 
northwestern Democrat. I shall, and do now, 
give my vote for Mr. McCvernanp, of Illinois. 
Mr. VANCE. Asageneral thing, Ido not be- 
lieve in the propriety of a Representative making 
a personal explanation for everything he has done 
here, or every vote he thinks proper to give. This 
House is not the tribunal to which I have to an- 
swerfor my conduct. My constituents will require 
that of me, and | will answer to themasbest I can. 
I profess to have a fee simple in my own under- 
standing, though my understanding, like the fee, 
may be simple also. But I propose, upon this 
oceasion, very briefly—for brevity is the soul of 
wit; [ should like, at least, to. possess the sole-wit 
of brevity—to make the vote lam now going to 
give the occasion, rather than the subject, of a 
brief explanation. 
ido not insist upon every Democrat in this 
House voting for the gentleman from Illinois as 
a condition precedent before | can vote for him 
myself. The gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Me- 
Ciernanp,) when my honorable colleague [Mr. 
Sirn] was put in nomination, differing from him 
as much as differ from the gentleman from Illi- 
nois, came forward with a magnanimity, a gen- 
erosity, and with a patriotism I have rarely seen 
equaled, without making any inquiries or asking 
questions, and cast his vote for my colleague. 
Now, sir, shall not I, reciprocating the honor con- 
ferred on my State, be magnanimous enough to 
do the same thing? Some of my South American 
friends have said that, in consequence of the pe- 
culiar doctrines, in relation to the government of 
the Territories, that the northwestern Democrats 
are supposed to entertain, they cannot make such 
a sacrifice of principle as to come to this gentle- 
man’s suppori. Sir, when we have ourselves seen 
these northwestern -Democrats come up to the 
support of a southern Opposition man, though 
differing widely from themselves, to organize the 
House, and have seen, on the other hand, a south- 
ern slaveholder, a Representative from a great 
southern city, (Mr. Davis, of Maryland,] delib- 
erately supporting the candidate of the Black Re- 
publican party, | confess that I feel it would be 
ill requiting their conservatism to deny them our 
support. [Great applause in the galleries. ] 
do not consider myself as indorsing anything 


by this vote, save and except alone my own op- | 
position to Black Republicanism. I consider it an | 


evidence of the degeneracy of the times that gen- 
tlemen here cannot sacrifice so small and insignifi- 
cant a thing as their party ey es for the com- 


mon good, when men may be sometime called | 


upon, as our fathers were in times past, to sacri- 
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| fice their lives, their fortunes, and their hearts’ 
| best blood, to the cause of their country. 
| to-day feel ashamed that I have nothing better to 


Andl 


offer to my country than the sacrifice of my poor 
political prejudices. JI feel ashamed, as did a 


prophet of old, who refused to accept a present of 


the oxen with which to make a sacrifice, saying 
that he would not offer a sacrifice to God of that 
which cost him nothing. By this, sir, | mean to 
cast no sort of imputation upon the patriotism of 
those of my political friends who see proper to 


differ with me, or to impugn the validity of their | 


reason for not voting as Ido. I only mean to 
say, that numbers of the Democracy refusing to 
vote for their own man, forms no suflicient reason 
why [ should not meet the gentleman from Illi- 
nois on the high and conservative ground which 
he has occupied throughout this contest, and re- 
turn the compliment which he has paid my col- 


league, and, through him, my State. Therefore, | 


sir, | have to say, without hesitation, equivoca- 
tion, mental reservation, or secret evasion of mind 
in me whatever, straight along, and straight out, 
1 will vote for Jounw A. McCiernanp, of Lilinois. 
{[Applause.] 

Mr. WHITELEY, when his name was called, 
answered: McCiLernanp, without a why or a 
wherefore. : 

Mr. ASHMORE. I declined to vote on the 
first roll-call, not because I had any doubt of my 
duty, or in what direction, under existing cireum- 
stances, [ should cast my vote. But lt declined 


fora purpose. That purpose was to see, to know, 


and to ascertain how certain gentlemen who‘hold 
seats on this floor would cast their votes. I be- 
lieve that every gentleman who has been voted 
for here will do me the justice to say that I have 
neither privately nor publicly asked him a single 


question, or puta single interrogatory to him as | 


to the character or complexion of his pare 
feelings. lcame here with the knowlec 
discordant elements would have to combine to 


beat the common enemy—the Black Republican | 
party of the country; and I came here determined | 


to use My voice, but more particularly my vote, 
in any form which my judgment might tell me 
would accomplish that object. [have cast my 
vote again and again, as other gentlemen have 
done, and have not attempted to draw from any 
candidate, whether he was a Democrat, an Amer- 
ican, or an anti-Lecompton Democrat, any state- 


ment as to his peculiar complexion of polities. 


The great object, sir, was to beat the Republican 
party; and I undertake to say here, that all par- 
ties, and every individual of these parties in op- 
position to the Rep»blicans, will return to their 


| constituents and claim, and perhaps receive, high | 
approbation for having attempted to accomplish 


that purpose. I leave itto their constituents and 


tothe country at large to determine whether they | 
| have done so. 


For myself, I intend to do as I have been doing. 
I intend to cast my vote without knowing, or 
caring to know, what complexton of politics the 
gentleman from Illinois sustains or supports. I 
know that he is and has ever been a Democrat, 
with shades of opinion which, perhaps, I could 
notand would not indorse. I know that my con- 


stituents will never trouble me with interrogations | 


or attacks for the course I shall pursue. If they 


did, | would meet and combat their views if I be- || 


lieved they were erroneous, and would sustain 
those I acted upon, or fall under their censure. 
Now, I have regretted to see this morning, that 


| many of my Democratic friends have declined to 


vote, or have thrown away their votes on other 


| gentlemen; and I would appeal to them, if I thought 


my appeal would have any effect, to rally now 
once more under the Democratic banner, and if 
we go down, let us all go down together under 
the folds of the same flag. It has been boastfully 
proclaimed on the other side of the House that 
we were broken and routed; that our flag was 
trailing in the dust. It may be true, gentlemen, 
but yours trails to-day as low as does ours. And 
whilet you claim a victory, the fight on our side 
has not been altogether barren of trophies. 
Weat least have broken the back of Jonw Suer- 
MAN upon his Helper indorsement, if we have not 
broken his neck. If our ranks are dispersed and 
broken, you have changed front, and, with your 
standard-bearer down and rolling in the dust, you 
have been compelled to seek aid outside of your 
organization for success. Sir, if I thought that 
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ve that | 


|, common struggle against a common enemy. 
| us have umon and harmony amongst ourselves, 


the Black Republican candidate. 
|| gentleman whose private character, from all I 
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my voice would have one particle of influence with 
my colleagues, who represent as noble, as con- 
fiding, and as generous constituencies as I do, I 
would appeal to them, and ask them to come up 
here by my side and let South Carolinians stand 
shoulder to shoulder in this last effort to electa con- 
servative man; and one who, like ourselves, is an 
uncompromising opponent ofthe Black Republican 
doctrines which prevail in this House. Lhopethey 
will waive their peculiar notions, and, without 
committing themselves to the views of the gentle- 
man from Illinois, or anybody else, will stend by 
him, and let South Carolina present a solid front 
in his support. This is our last chance to defeat 
the opposite party. I feel satisfied, nay, sir, I have 
reasons to say that I am almost positively cer- 
tain, that if we do not elect on this ballot, the 
Republican party will elect on the next ballot; and 
I think it is our duty--a duty that we owe to the 
country at large, and to our State in particular— 
to present a united front here. Attempts have 
been made here, for many years past, and per- 
sistently insisted upon, that South Carolina and 
South Carolinians were factious. I deny it. I 
will yield my feelings and my peculiar opinions, 
and trust that they will yield some of theirs. I 
know that there is nota constituency in South 
Carolina that will not, even if they believe their 

tepresentatives in error, forgive them freely and 
cordially, and nobly come to their aid and sup- 
port, if they ever ask that aid and support again, 
and sustain them even though their judgment may 
be that my colleagues and myself were in error. 
No man, or set of men, represent more independ- 
ent or more generous and confiding constituencies 
than my colleagues and I do; and I am sure that, 
while most of my colleagues claim to be outside 
of the Democratic organization, they can, with 
safety, come to it and support one whom their 
peers on this floor from the great States of the 
South have almost unanimously supported. I 
ask, sir, can we not act, and that consistently, 
when we place ourselves side by side with the 
Representatives of the great Commonwealth of 
Virginia, and those of all the States south of us? 
We have a common interest; we are engaged in a 


Let 


for the sake of the interests of all. 

I earnestly hope they will do it; and I repeat, 
that Lam certain that not one of us will ever be 
called to account for it. Ido not believe there 
are a dozen men in my congressional district who 
will ever ask me why or wherefore I voted for 
Mr. MeCiernanp, of Illinois, in opposition to 
The latter isa 


have ever heard of him, I hold in esteem, and for 
whom I have great respect. The first I ever heard 
of him was from a South Carolinian, a man in 
whom I have the utmost eonfidence. But the 
gentleman from New Jersey is united with those 
whom we consider the enemics of our country. 
I find him in the bosom of the Republican party, 
acting and coéperating with them. He is in their 
hands, and will doubtless be their instrument in 
constituting and appointing their committees, all 
of which will be done with a view to prevent the 
exercise of Democratic influence on the floor of 
this House or in the country. Will it be so if 
we can defeat him and elect the gentleman from 


| Hlinois, who comes much nearer to us in politics 


than he does? 

I hope my appeal will not be in vain. I hope 
my colleagues will rally to the rescue; and if, as 
i have said, we go down, let us all go down to- 
gether, and go down under the folds of the Dem- 
ocratic banner, under which we have been fight- 


ing together, most of our time, for more than eight 


long weeks. While they are outside of its organ- 
ization, we have ever acted with it where our 
judgment and conscience enabled us to do so. | 
hanes of nothing in the history of the gentleman 
from Illinois that antagonizes with my judgment, 
conscience, and duty now. I know not what his 
views are on tdrritorial sovereignty. If they differ 
from mine, I will oppose them and him whenever 
we come to act on hen. I am credibly informed 


that ‘he lost his seaton this floor some years ago 
for sustaining what his constituency charged upon 
him as pro-slavery interests. 

For myself, sir, I never gave a vote outside of 
the Democratic party in the whole period of my 
life, until Ptook my seat upon the floor of this 
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House. But, sir, I have, since I have been here 
voted again and again outside of the organization. | 
I have done it for high and noble purposes, as I 
believe, and as I will dougain whenever the occa- 
sion requires. And, sir, in the canvass of 1898, 
when I was running to succeed my distinguished 
predecessor (Mr. Orr] who so honorably filled 
that chair during the Thirty-Fifth Congress, in 
the seventy-three stump speeches made by me 
during a seven months’ canvass, against a most 
talented and worthy gentleman who opposed me, 
in the western district of South Carolina, I took 
the ground, then and there, and in every one of 
those speeches, that I would vote with that party 
and act with it so long as its action and its course 
commended themselves to my judgment and con- 
science; but that | would not follow its behests 
one step or one inch further. 

1 am here to carry out that policy. Although I 
am a Democrat, and consider myself within the 
pale of the organization of the Democratic party, 
yet whenever my judgment or my conscience tells 
me that it is in the wrong, that its members are 
pursuing a wrong course and Top pOeS a wrong 
policy, I will vote against the Democratic party 
and against its nominees. I intend, sir, to carry | 
out that determination in my entire action in this 
House. But while I say that, I also say that 
I see nothing now that should cause me to hes- 
itate for one moment in giving a free, cordial, and 
hearty support to the gentleman from Illinois. | 
He isa gentleman. He bears the impress upon 
his face; he carries it in every feature and linea- 
ment of his countenance. I[ can vote for him with 
pleasure. If we can place him in that chair to pre- 
side over the deliberations of this House, I believe 
he will do it with eredit to himself and honor to 
the couatry, and that no man within the Demo- 
cratic organization or out of it, will ever regret 
that he has cast a vote to place him there. 

To my South American friends, or rather some | 
of them, I have a word to say. Gentlemen, I am | 
disappointed in you. I have been pained at the 
course you have pursued. I have no unkind or }) 
harsh word to speak; I am not a southern fire- 
eater; though I am a southern-rights man from | 
the crown of my head to the sole of my foot; and 
1 will yield to no man in my fixed purpose and 
unalterable determination to sustain those rights. 
You are southern men; you have southern rights 
and southern institutions to defend. We have 
for eight weeks been fighting a common enemy. 

I came to you and supported you. I did it with 
all my heart and ungrudgingly. I did it cheer- 
Sully; and I would do it again. I repeat, gentle- 
men, that some of you have disappointed me. I 
would not usea harsh or unkind word; but I sub- 
mit it your consciences, whether you should not | 
do now for us what we did for you. Give usa 
hearty and united support. If you do, I feel as- 
sured the country at large will thank you for it. 
1 vote for Mr. McCiernanp, of Illinois. 

Mr. SIMMS. I desire to give a brief expla- 
nation of the vote l am about to cast. I believe 
there are times in the history of every country, 
when it becomes the true patriot to rise above 

arty organizations and party allegiance. We 
wave been struggling here now for almost two 
months, without success, to organize this House. 
‘The country has been agitated from one extreme 
to the other. The great public heart has been full 
of expectation. We now stand on the verge of 
the determination of this contest; and this ballot 
or the next will decide whether a national man 
shall be clevated to that chair or the candidate of, 
as 1 believe, a sectional party in the northern | 
States. The vote I am about to give is a vote 
which I claim to give to my country—above the | 
dictates of party allegiance; for the allegiance | 
owe to my country is far above any allegiance | 
owe to any party. [am a partisan, as a means; 
the end | seek is the glory, the honor, and well- | 
being of my country. | 

Sir, [ thank God—however much I may regret 
the necessity for such declarations—that there are 
times and occasions in the history of every coun- 
try which test the patriotism of men, and that we 

have itin our powne to rise above party allegiance. 
And, sir, if the Democratic party does nothing 
else during this session of Congress, the manly, 
the noble, and patriotic vote we gave to the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina will stand as an en- 
during monument of our disinterested patriousm. 
There is not a Democrat upon this floor, after that | 


. 


he power 


1 object to all interrup- 
’ 
Mr. MALLORY. I merely ask the gentleman 
from Kentucky how it has that 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Lobject. Weshall never 
eet through with this vote. —~ 
Mr. SIMMS. I will endeavor to explain to 
my colleague from Kentucky, for I know that he 
is a patriot, he is chivalrous, he is manly, he isa 
South; and will do what he can 
for the protection of her interests, notas ascction, 
but because hers are t 


true son of the 
interests of the whole 


Now, sir, on this ballot one hundred and seven- 
It is in the power of the 
South American party, if all the members of the 
Democratic party will change their votes to Mr. 
McC cernanp to elect a Speaker of this House. 
If they do not do it, I have no word of reproach 
My colleague says he will 
do it if he can get the votes of all the Democrats. 
Now, Mr. Clerk, this struggle which has been 
thus protracted is about to be terminated, for weal 
or woe, so far as the country is concerned, 
if there is a Democrat here who cannot make the 
sacrifice required to cast his vote for Mr. Me- 
My opinion is and always has been 
that the Democratic party is a great party, that it 
is magnanimous and patriotic, and when the inter- 
est of the country demands a sacrifice on their 
part that sacrifice will be made. 

I do not agree with Mr. McCierwnanp in his | 
opinions in reference to popular sovereignty; but, 
sir, when I have witnessed the conduct of such 
men as McCiernanp, Logan, Cox, VALLANDIG- 
HAM, LARRABEE, and others who have stood as 
breakwaters, driving back the dark tide of aboli- 
tionism which threatened to de stroy the country, 
when I have seen their compeers 
by one, and go 


teen votes will elect. 


for those gentlemen. 


CLERNAND? 


to destroy us; 
in the northern States 
down beneath the political waves, perhaps to rise 
forever, struggling to the last, for the 
Union, for the Constitution, for the equality of 
the States, for my rights, sir, [turning to Mr. 
Ma tory;,] and for your rights, and for the nghts 
of your constituents, and my constituents, they 
shall not perish in their heroic struggle if'my fee- 
ble arm can save, or voice can cheer; and when | 
my heart is craven enough to refuse to acknowl- 
¢ noble deeds of service 
rendered to me and mine,and our whole country, 
may God in his justice strike me down when Lam 
thus false to myself, and to every manly senti- 
ment of a grateful heart. 
ies of ** Order !”’ 
Republican benches. } 


{ Applause in the galle- 
“Order !’’ from the 
1 will never desert them; 
and if there 1s aconstituent of mine who has aheart 
so dead, to that noble love of country as 

not to bid me God speed in the effort I now make, 
| if possible , to strié ngthen the Union, I would be 

willing to meet the condemnation of that constit- 
I believe, sir, that the manly sentiment of 
Kentucky would scout him from the land. 
us then come upand settle this difficulty lke men, 
as patriots, not as partisans; we can do it, and we 
It is within our power to organ- 
ize this House upon a national basis, which or- 
ganization, sir, would be hailed in every section 
and the remotest portions of this Ri public with 
unsurpassed delight. 


Mr. MALLORY. 


ought to do it, 


lask my colleague why he 
did not make that appeal yesterday to the gentle- 
, men of his own party who stood out against Mr. 
| Smiru, of North Carolina? 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. | object to anybody in- 
terrupting the gentleman from Kentucky. 
My colleague will bear me tes- 
timony that | have not soughtto throw the respons- 
ibility of the non-organization of this House upon 
the American party, or any other party upon this 
I do not believe | am mean enough, or 
| coward enough, te shirk my responsibilty; if 1 


Mr. SIMMS. 
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vote, who cannot return home to his constituents 
and receive from them the plaudit of ** well done, 
good and faithful servant.” 
sir, this ballot or the next, as I have 
stated, will decide this contest. 
of our South Americans friends to determine this 
result; it is in their power to say whether the can- 
didate of the Black Republican party shall preside 
over this House during the present Congress, or 
whether a national man with national principles 
shall be elevated to that chair. 

Mr. MALLORY sought the floor. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD 


were, I would deserv e the contempt of « very hen- 
orable man in the country. I am a Democrat, act- 
ing with my party, and I am opposed to Ameri- 
canism. I have voted for the candidate of th 
American party, and will do so again; and I re 
gret that there were g¢htlemen on this side of the 
House who failed to vote for Mr. Sarru. That 
was wrong, and my colleague from Kentucky 
should not emulate that wrong. I say that the re- 
sponsibility for the non-organization of this House 
rests equally upon the Democratic party ,the Amer- 
ican party, and the anti-Lecompton members, 
take my part of the responsibility; I yield to others 
the same rights that I claim for myself. I believe 
that my American friends are as patriotic as we 
are of the Democratic party. 

Sir, the remarks I had the honor to submit in 
this House some weeks since, called down upon 
my head the bitter denunciation of the northern 
fanatic, and a portion of the southern press of 
my own district and State. IT was denounced as 
a fire-eater and disunionist. If, sir, to be true to 
the Constitution of my country; if, to insist and 
maintain, to the best of my ability under that 
Constitution, the rights of my constituents, the 
rights of my State, the rights of the whole South, 
merits such denunciation, [ can well afford to bow 
toit without complaint. ‘The enemy of the Union 
is not the man who seeks to preserve inviolate the 
Constitution of the country; but the enemy of the 
Constitution ts the enemy of the Union. The one 
cannot exist without the other. Sir, when I ap- 
proach this question, I realize its magnitude. No 
proposition of such moment to the future desuay 
of this country; ever presented itself to the mind 
of the American statesman. It rises above all 
others in importance; it absorbs all others im con- 
sequence. A dissolution of the American Union, 
by the destruction of the Constitution and Gov- 
ernment of the Republic, | should regard as the 
most terrible calamity that had ever befallen a 
nation in the annals of the world’s history. It 
would be a calamity in the political world no less 
inruin upon our own country, and in retrogression 
of all that can advance and dignify man upon 
God’s habitable globe, than were the sun, the 
moon, and the stars stricken from the firmament 
of heaven, and its now bright and peerless vault 
left overshadowed in eternal night. 

No, sir; God forbid that any act of mine, oi 
any thought even in the most secret chamber of 
my heart, should ever conspire to perpetrate a 
wrong so terrible as this. t would be treason 
against the hopes of the world. And, sir, if that 
event ever happens, tf this Union is ever dismem- 
bered, it will not be by the aggressive policy of 
the South. We will stand by 1t while the Con- 
stitution endures; we will fall by it, defending the 
Constitution to the last. lam nota disunionist. 
I honor my country; | love her history. Heaven 
forbid that any sentiment of my heart should ever 
invoke upon her the calamities of disumon. From 
this | would forefend her, by every consideration 
that tis dear to man. 

I hope my friend from Kentucky {[Mr. Mar 
LORY} will be the first of those of his friends who 
hold out, to rise in his place and vote for Mr, Me- 
Crernann. I care not what others may have 
done or what others will do; | feel that I have 
the approbation of the country In casting my vote 
for Mr. McCrernanp, of Llinois. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I am one of those, Mr. 
Clerk, who have not yet cast their votes. It is 
known to all that [ belong to the most extreme 
wing of southern politicians. Ido not indorse the 
opinions of every man for whom I have voted; 
and now, upon the information | hold in my hand, 
that if those of us from the South, who have with- 
held our votes, and those who have scattered their 
votes will vote for Mr. McCrernanp, of Illinois, 
his vote will tie that of Mr. Penninecron, of New 
Jersey; and in the hope of thus preventing the 
election of a Republican Speaker, | do not hesi- 
tate to cast my vote for Mr. McCieananp, of Il- 
linois. (Applause in the galleries.} 

The vote was then declared, as above recorded. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. [Loud cries of ‘‘ No!”’ from the 
Republican benches. | 

Mr. THEAKER. I demand the yeas and nays 
on that motion. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I move that we proceed to 
vote again, viva voce, for Speaker. It is ume that 
this protracted contest for Speaker was ended. 
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The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 90, nays 139; as follows: 


VY EAS—Mesers. Thomas L. Anderson, Avery, Barksdale, 
Barr, Barrett, Bocock, Bonham, Boteler, Bouligny, Boyce, 
Brabson. Branch, Briggs, Burch, Burnett, John B. Clark, 
C lopt. n. Cobb, John Cochrane, Cox, Burton Craige, Craw 
ford. Curry, Davidson, Reuben b: iis, De Jarnette, Edmund 
son. Etheridge, Florence, Garnett, Gartretl, Hamilton, Har 
deman, John TI’. Harris, Hatton, Hawkins, Hill, Hindman, 
Houston, Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, Keitt, Kunkel. Lamar, 
Landrum, James M. Leach, Leake, Logan, Love, Maclay, 
Mallory, Maynard, McClernand, McQueen, McRae, Mile. 
Millson, Moutgomery, Sydenham Moore, Isaac N. Morris, 
Noell, Pendleton, Phelps, Pryor, Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, 
Kiggs, James ©. Robinson, Ratlin, Rust, Scott, Sickles, 
Simms, Singleton, William Smith, William N. H. Suvith, 
Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Stout, Taylor, Thomas, Un 
derwood, Vallandigham, Vance,Whiteley,Winslow,W ool 
son, and Wright—90 2 

NAYS—Mesers. Charlies F. 
rain, Aldrich, Allen, 


Adams, Green Adams, Ad 
Alley, William C. Anderson, Ashley 


Ashmore, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, 
Bristow, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Burroughs, But 
terfield, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Clemens, Colfax, 


Conkling, Cooper, Corwin, Covode, James Craig, Curtis, I. 


Winter Davis, Join G. Davis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, 
Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, English, Farnsworth, Fen 
ton, Ferry, Foster, Pouke, Frank, Prench, Gilmer, Gooch, 
Graham, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, J. Morrison Harris, 


Haskin, Helmick, Hickman, 
Hughes, Humphrey, Hutchins, 
Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Killinger, De 
Witt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Mars 
ton, Charles D. Martin, Elbert 8. Martin, Me Kean, Me 

Koight, McPherson, Millward, Laban T. Moore, Moorheaa, 
Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Nelson, Niblack, Nixon, 
Olin, Palmer, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Pot 
tle, Reynolds, Rice,Christopher Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, 
Seranton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, Spaulding, Spin 
ner, Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, Stokes, Stratton, 
fappan, Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, ‘Trimtite, 
Vandever, Van Wyck, Verree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, 
Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellibu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Wells, Wilson, Windom, Wood, and Wood 
rutl—139. 


So the 


During the call of the roll, 

Mr. i nenpen aite when his name was called, 
said: I was sent here, Mr. Clerk, by the people 
of the tenth eed of Virginia, to discharge the 
public business. I have made use of every alterna- 
tive and expedient that an honorable man could 
do to accomplish that result. I can see no ad- 
vantage to the public, or to any party, by prolong- 
ing this controversy. It must be met. We can 
shirk it no longer; and, although I am disabled, 


Hoard, Holman. Howard, 
Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. 


House refused to adjourn. 


I will remain here all night to secure an organiza- | 


tion. For that purpose, I vote against cm ee 
ment. [Applause from the Republican benches 
and galleries. 

Mr. DAVIDSON, when his name was called, 
said: I will stay all night, like Mr. Cirmens, but 
for a different purposc—to prevent another ballot; 
and I vote *tay,’’ therefore, to adjourn. 

Mr. FLORENCE, when his name was called, 
said: My judgment is that we ought to adjourn. 
I agree generally that this contest is very nearly 
at an end. 
form my duty, and [ am inclined to perform it. 
My duty is to resist, to the last degree, that suc- 
cess which I deplore; and I believe we can do the 
work better in the morning. If we ballot again 
to-night, we cannot get through with it until a 
late hour—too late to inaugurate a Speaker of this 
House. 
morning. [Cries of **Call the roll!” from the 
Republican side.}] It is my desire that this House 
shall now adjourn, and I give fair notice that I 


and le eit imate means in my power. 


Mr. STANTON. 


a motion to adjourn. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Then the gentleman is pro- 
ceeding to do what he disapproves in me. I in- 
tend tosay what I please. I vote in the affirmative. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. If, on Friday, we 
had sat here longer, and voted once, twice, or thrice 
more, we would have organized this House upon 


a conservative and national basis. We are in that || 


Gentle- 


condition now, except as to the basis, 


men upon the other side served us with notice | 


then that they would not consent to another bal- 
lot. Iam disposed to commend now that chalice 
to their own lips. I vote “ay, 
we have now had ‘ Gabriel’s last trump, 
66 crack of doom,’’ and the 
sion.’ 

The result was then announced,as above re- 
corded. 

Mr.SHERMAN 


oe the 


My constituents sent me here to per- | 


We had better commence fresh in the | 


I rise to a point of order. [t |) 
is certainly against all rules to make a speech upon || 


** especially as || 


** foregone conclu- | 


I move that the House now || 
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proceed to etietier vote, viva voce, for Speaker; 
and upon that ! call the previous question. 

Mr. FLORENCE. [I rise to a privileged mo- 
tion. I move that when the House adjourns, it 
adjourn to meet on Thursday next. 

Mr. KEITT. U pon that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. 
diJatory motion, to prevent 
Speaker, I understand, 

Mr. FLORENCE. On Friday, we submitted 
very kindly and gracefully to an adjournment 
until Monday, and itis rather hard that gentlemen 
will not reciprocate&he favor. 

Ir. BURNETT. [ move that this House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. WINSLOW. 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. KEITT. 
nays 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. 
and Maynarp were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported 


That is a 
the clection of a 


Upon that motion I call for 


BurrinTon 


fifty-four in the affirmative. 
So the yeas and nays were ordered. i 
Mr.GARNETT I desire to be excused from | 
voting. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. On Friday, 
tlemen on that side asked that we should adjourn, 
and we consented, they announced that 
they would have no further ballot. The adjourn- 
ment was against my judgment, it is true; but 


gen- 


because 


after some time the Democratic party yielded that | 


much to their demands; and I now again ask that, 


by unanimous consent, the House adjourn. If 


you of the other side have the stre ngth, you can 
elect to-morrow; and it is now four o’clock and 
past. If you defeat us, we shall have the conso- 
lation, at least, that we have compelled you to 
change front and strike your flag. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Ido not think that a motion 


to be excused from voting upon a motion to ad- 


journ is a legitimate one. 

Mr. GARNETT. Then I withdraw my mo- 
tion. . 

Mr. COLFAX. I wish to draw the attention 
of the House to the fact that the whole of this 
morning’s session has been occupied, not by mem- 
bers upon the Republican side of the House, but 
by gentlemen upon the other side. 

Mr. WRIGHT. [rise toa question of order. 
Is itin order for the gentleman to make these 
remarks ? 

The CLERK. The Clerk desires to state to 
the eentleman from Tennessee 

Mr. COLFAX. [am responding toan appeal 
which has been made to us from the other side. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. COLFAX. It has been stated by gentle- 
men upon the other side of the House that the y 
wanted this House organized. [Great noise and 
confusion in the Hall. } 


The CLERK. The gentleman from Indiana 





| will suspend until order 1s restored in the Hall. 


After a brief interval, order being restored-— 

Mr. COLFAX (resuming.) I wish to remind 
my friend from Missouri [Mr. Anperson] of the 
Sa appeal he made four or five weeks ago, 


when he presented the petition of the mail con- || 
| tractors, that this House should speedily organ- 
| ize, and that they should be paid, and I call upon 
shall try to get an adjournment by every proper | 


him to stand by us in our desire and determina- 
tion to have another vote for Speaker, if possible. 

I desire, also, to have the’ country understand 
the fact that, if three hours have been occupied in 
taking the last vote, it has been by no fault of this 
side of the House. 
by gentlemen upon the other side in making ex- 
nianations; and I desire gentlemen also to remem- 
. *r that they themselves proposed to us that we 


should have three ballots each day for Speaker. 


We have had but one solitary ballot to-day. 
Mr. GARNETT. 
Friday? 


Mr. COLFAX. I will state that, when anappeal 


was made from the other side of the House the 


|| other day, to have the call for the yeas and nays | 
on the motion to adjourn withdrawn, after they 


had occupied the whole day themselves, the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Conxuinc] did with- 
_ draw the call, in a spirit of comity. 

Mr. GARNETT. Does not the gentleman 
| know that the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Sran- 
Ton] and the gentleman from Lowa [Mr. Curtis] 


J call for tellers on the yeasand | 


| of the House. 


The time has been occupied || 


How many had we on | 
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got up P upon that side of the House ent: ont that 
they and their party took the responsibility of 
forcing an adjournment? And did not one of those 
gentlemen say that their party was in-a terrified 
condition, and the other that it was in a confused 
condition ? 


Mr. CURTIS. Oh, no. 
Mr. GARNETT. Did you not ask us to ad- 


journ, and give you an opportunity for consulta- 
tion; and did we not consent to that adjournment? 
Did you not give notice that you w ould fillibuster 
to prevent another ballot; and did we not agree to 
the arrangement you proposed ? 

Mr. FLORENCE. Belshazzar-like, they saw 
the handwriting on the wall, and read the words, 
‘“mene, mene, tekel, upharsin.’’ [Laughter and 
loud calls to oer 

Mr. COLFAX. I desire to answer the gentle- 
man from the Accomac district of Virginia. [Great 
confusion and uproar in the Hall.} On the occa- 
sion he refers to, we had a vote by yeas and nays 
on adjournment over, and am: ijority of the House 

voted in favor of such adjournment. We have 
voted now upon an adjournment, and a large ma- 
jority, including members of the gentleman’s own 
party, have shown themselves opposed to an ad- 
journment. I want it to be known that there is 
a combination on that side, bound together ina 
factious opposition to the will of the majority, 
and who are resolved to fillibuster to prevent an 
organization of the House. I now yield to my 
friend from Tennessee, (Mr. E THERIDGE,}] who 
desires to make a suggestion. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Clerk 

Mr. FLORENCE. I cannot consent that the 
gentleman from Indiana shall farm out the floor. 
He must resign it altogether. [Increasing uproar 
and confusion in the Hall. 

The CLERK. The Clerk will entertain no 
proposition and hear no discussion till order is 
restored. 

Mr. BURNETT. Who is entitled to the floor, 
Mr. Clerk ? 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Missis- 
sippi (Mr. Davis] was recognized some time since 
as on the floor. 

. Mr. COLFAX. I have yielded to the gentle- 
man from Tennessee. 

Mr. BURNETT. The gentleman from Indiana 
had no right to yield. 

The CLERK. The Clerk feels under obliga- 
tions to assign the floor to the gentleman from 
Mississippi, inasmuch as he has been trying to 
get it longer than anybody else. 

Mr.COLFAX. After the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee shall have made his suggestion, I will 
yield to the gentleman from Mississippi. 

Mr. D AVIS, of Mississippi. The gentleman 
from Indiana has said that the adjournment on Fri- 
day last was had by the consent of the House. 
The record will show that that was not the case. 
I insisted on the yeas and nays on the motion to 
adjourn, until I was appealed to by gentleman on 
this side of the House; and I then asked dis- 
tinetly if the other side of the House would take 
the responsibility of adjournment? They said 





| the ‘y would;and thereupon I withdrew my demand 


for the yeas and nays. Unless I had w rithdrawn 

it, this House could not have adjourned. The 
re sponsibility was distinctly assumed by that side 
The gentleman from Iowa said 
that his party was terrified 

Mr. CURTIS. Oh, no, sir. 

Mr. SPINNER. That was Stanton. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. And the gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. Stanton] said that, on ac- 
count of their terrified condition, they must have 
an opportunity of consulting. I withdrew my de- 
mand for the yeas and nays; but if we had stood 
firmly then, the adjournment would not have been 
had. 

Mr. COLFAX. The explanation of the gen- 
tlemen from Mississippi does not change the ac- 
tual aspect of affairs. 

Mr. STANTON. Permit me a word here. 

Mr. COLFAX. There was a clear indication 
in favor of the adjournment of the House by a 
majority of six on the previous vote. 

Mr. BURNETT.. That was to adjourn over 
ull Monda 

Mr. ST/ 





NTON. I do not know what may 


be the feeling on this side of the House, but J am 
perfectly satisfied that we will do no good by re- 
I think we ought to reciprocate 


maining here. 
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the courtesy ¢ riers -d to us the eve er day, the 

other side taking the responsibil ity of adjor rn- 
ment, and of the delay of organization. I speak 
only for nryself. 

Many Democrats. We take it 

Mr. STANTON. Well, then, let us vote to 
adjourn. 

Mr. WASHBUR 


other side 





INE, of Illinois. If we ad- 
agree to have a ballotat 
twelve o’clock to-morrow? 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I desire that there 
shall be an agreement that, on the meeting of the 
House to-morrow, we proceed to ballot, wathout 
debate. 

Some Democratic Mempers shouted * Yes! 
and others shouted ** No!”’ [Great noise and con- 
fusion in the Hall, and loud calls to order.] 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. No, no. Noagree- 
ment. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. Is there any ob- 
je ection te this proposition ! ? {Cries of ** Yes!”? 
‘and ** No!’ 

Mr.STANTON. Hear me one moment. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. With the under- 
standing, then, that after a call.of the House to- 
morrow we shall proceed to a ballot, I consent to 
urge an adjournment. [Cries of ‘*Thatis right!’’] 
Is that consented to on the other side? [Cries of 
“‘Itis!’’] Well, then, it is consented to on the 
otherside. [Some Democratic members expressed 
dissent.] I understand there is general consent; 
and, therefore, I hope our friends will agree to ad- 
journ. 

The CLERK. Isthe call for the yeas and nays 
withdrawn? 

Mr. BUFFINTON. No, sir. 

Mr. BURNETT. Well, I withdraw the mo- 
tion to adjourn. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
to adjourn over. 

Mr. BURNETT, (ata quarter past fouro’clock, 
p.m.) I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. SPINNER demanded the yeas and ne Lys. 

Mr. KEITT called for tellers on the yeas and 
nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. 
Burnett were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers 
ayes sixty-six. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BURNETT. I would make a statement 
to gentlemen on the other side, if they would hear 
me. Weare not ready to ballot again, to-day 
On last Friday, when you stated that you were 
not ready to ballot, we agreed to adjourn. It is 
true,as the gentleman from Indiana has remarked, 
that there had been a previous vote on the motion 
to adjourn till Monday, and that there had been 
a majority in favor of that motion. ‘The object 
now of the De ‘moc ratic party, and of those op- 
posed to the Republican organization, is not a 
factious opposition. We tell vou fre ankly that 
you cannot have another bi allot to-night. “But I 
say to you this: that to-morrow, after a prelimi- 
nary vote or call of the House, to see whether all 
of our men are here, we will vote directly for 
Speaker; and [ think I can speak for the Demo- 
cratic party. 

Republican Mempers. That will do. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is, if all our men are 
here. 

[Cries of ** That willdo ’’ ‘Let us adjourn !’’] 

Mr.BURNETT. With that understanding, | 
hope that the gentleman who demanded the yeas 
and nays will withdraw the call. 

Mr. SPINNER. [withdraw it. 

The motion to adjourn was agreed to; and there- 
upon (at twenty minutes past fouro *clock, p.m. ) 
the House adjourned. 


s3 


And I withdraw the motion 


Keirr and 


eported— 


IN SENATE. 
WEeEDNEsDar, February 1, 1860. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gurney. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 


a report of the Secretary of State, communicating, 
in compliance with law, a statement of the fees 
received by the consular officers of the United 
States for the year 1858; the tariff of consular fees, 
and a list of all consular officers, on the 31st of 


December, 1859, with other papers; which, on mo- | 


tion of Mr. HAMLIN, was referred to the Commit- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


tee on Commerce; and a 
the report, 


Printing. 


motion by him to print 
was referred to the Committee on 


PETITIONS. 

Mr. RICE presented a memorial of citizens of 
Nt w Ulm, Minnesot 1, praying an Invest 
of certain outrages committed ~ a be -_ of United 
States soldiers stationed at Fort Ridgely, the pun- 
ishment of the guilty parties, and indemnification 
for the losses suffered; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs and Militia. 


rauion 









Mr. CLAY presented the memorial of Edward 
D. Tippett, a soldier in the war of 1812, praying 
to be allowed bounty land; which was referred to 


Lands. 
REPORT OF A COMMITTEE. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs and Militia, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of R. F. Blocker, E. J. 
and J. F. Davis, | 
Texas, praying compensation for : 
tain Anderson, his officers, and m 
rested and tri {! 


the Committee on Publi 


Gurley, 
icensed practitioners of law in 
fendn g¢ Cap- 
, who were ar- 
d for an all Tei ion of the law 
of ‘Texas in executing an order ae their superior 
officer, submitted a ri port, accompanied by a bill 
(S. No. 114) for the relief of eT Blocker, E. 
J. Gurley, and J. F. Davis. The bill was read, 
and passed to a second reading; nc the report 


was ordered to be printed. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 
Mr. GREEN asl and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to Tae ice a bill (S. No. 115) 
rranting to James M. Huehs and John J. Mudd 
the right of way through the public lands to con- 
struct a line of telegraph from Missouri, Arkan 
Texas, to Los Angelos, California; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to thi 
Committee on Public Lands. 


COMMITTEE ON PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 
On motion of Mr. BENJAMIN, it was 


Ordered, That the Vice President appoint a member to 
fill the vacancy in the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
HEATING THE CAPITOL. 

Mr. CLAY submitted the following resolution; 
which was 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
quested to communicate, if in his judgment compatible with 
the public interest, such information as the publie offices 
may afford of all payments, agreements, and arrangements 
made, and of all proposals which have been reccived or 
invited, in relation to the heating and ventilating of the Cap 
itoland Post Office extension, together with the correspond 
ence and action, so far as any has been taken thereon, of 
later date than that communicated to the Senate in answer 
to the resolu of llth June, 1858. 


SALARY TO ARMY OFFICERS. 

Mr. HALE. I desire to introduce a resolution, 
and I want to say a single word in regard to it, 
and that is, [ understand the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs have reported a bill approximating 
somewhat to this. I think it is a great principle 
which ought to be adopted; and if there 1s no ob- 
jection to the resolution, I ask that it be consid- 
ered now: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and 
Militia be instructed to inquire into the expediency of j.ay 
ing the officers of the Army each a gross sum per annum, 


in lieu of the several allowances and commutations now 
allowed by law. 


sas, or 


considered by unanimous consent, and 


There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the resolution. 

Mr. GRIMES. I move to amend it by insert- 
ing, *‘and officers of the marine corps, after 
‘Army 

The amendment was agreed to; 
lution, as amended, was adopted. 


TERRITORIAL POLICY. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
following resolution, which was submitted by Mr. 
Pucu, on the 15th ultimo: 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Territories be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of repealing so much of the 
acts approved September 9, 1850, for the organization of 
territorial governments in New Mexico and Utah, as re 
quires that all the laws passed by the Legislatures of those 
Territories shall be submitted to Congress for approval or 
rejection. ’ 


and the reso- 


The pending question being on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Har.an, to insert, at the end of 
the resolution, the following: 

And said committee is also instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of authorizing the people of each of said Terri- 
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executive, legis 


tories to elect all their territorial officers, 
lative, and judicial, 
thereof shall provid 


* 
Mr. WADE. My colleague who offered the 
resolution is not here, nor 1s the Senator who 
Perhaps it had better hi 


moved the 
, ‘ 
over until they came in. IT move thatit he on the 


in such manner as the Legislature 


amendment, 


tabl 
The motion was agreed to. 
DOME OF THE CAPITOL. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I submit the following resolu- 
Lion: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings and 


Grounds be instructed to inquire whether any doubt, as to 
the stability and safety of the work of the dome of the Cap 
itol, has caused its slow pregr ; whether any change has 
been made in the plans laid before the committees of Con 
gress at the time the appropriations were made; alse what 
relation the prices, paid or to be paid, bear to the original 
estimates, and whether the estimates are now cons ide red 
sufficient. What contracts, agreement, bids 
for work or materials have been made, invit 
And whether 
the Work. 
Resolred, That the Committee on Public Buildings and 

: be instructed to inquire in the present state of the 
contracts and arrangements tor completing the portico oft 
the Capitol extension; whether it is possible to tulfill the 
present contracts for marble and for marble columns, and 
whether any additional legislation is necessary on this sub 
ject 

Ir. BRIGHT. These re 
important matters to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, the appropriate commit- 
tee to consider the im, and I hop there will be no 
objection to the passage of the resoluuions. 

HALE. 1 shall not obj to that, and 
shall vote for them, and if the Senator does not 
an amendment I shall not prepose any, but 
if he does not propose an amendment | shall offer 
a resolution to-morrow Imstructing ee m to extend 
that inquiry still further as to the ability and ca- 
pacity of the old building to sustain the dome 
that is to be erected upon it according to the plan. 
I do not believe it myself, and | think the bette: 
way would be to tear that old thing down. 

Mr. BRIGHT. ‘That isa matter we shall con- 
sider of course, if it ts the pleasure of the Senate 
to refer these resolutions to the 
mittee. I have 
such as that proposed by the Senator, o 
offer it in a separate form. 

Mr. HALE. I will offer it to-morrow. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I did not hear the first clause 
of the resolutions read, and I ask the Senator 
from Indiana if there is anything there which ealls 
for the amount already expended ? 

Mr. BRIGHT. There is not. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Then 1 move to amend the 
first resolution by adding, at the end of it. the 
words, ‘* and the amount already expended.’ 

Mr. BRIGHT. ‘To report the amount already 
expended? 

Mr. HAMLIN. Yes; 
alre ady expe nded, 

Mr. BRIGHT. 
the record. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Let us have it altogether. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Very well. J have 
tion to the amendment. 

7 

The amendment was agreed to; 
lutions, as amended, were adopted. 


1 proposals 
d, or rejected. 


itis expedient to arrest the continuation of 





solutions refer some 


appropriate com- 
no objection to an amendment, 
r he can 


to report the amount 


That is shown, however, by 


} 
no On )eCc- 


and the reso- 


SENATE LIBRARY 

The Senate msider the fol- 
lowing resolution, submitted by Mr. Mancory, 
on the 23d of December, 1859: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of having a suit 
able room fitted up tor a Senate library. 


next proces de d to ¢ 


The resolution was agreed to. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


Mr. PUGH. I ask that the petition and papers 
in support of the claim of Adam Sener, of Stark 
county, Ohio, a soldier in the war of 1812, to a 
pension, be taken from the files, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr.CLAY. I ask the Senator if the Commit- 
tee on Pensions has hitherto acted adversely on 
the petition ? ’ 

Mr. PUGH. Iam not aware of it. 

Mr. CLAY. If the committee has once re- 
ported, it would not be in order unless some new 
evidence were offered. 

Mr. PUGH. My impression is that the case 
was never reported ‘at all. 
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Mr. CLAY. 


I will not object to it. 


THE CONGRESSIO 





I accept that amendment. The 


Mr. RICE. 


There being no objection, the motion was || Senator from Lowa has, by the amendment he has 


agreed to. 
BANK ISSUES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
The VICE PRESIDENT announced that the 


next business in order was the following reso- 
lution, reported by Mr. Suiperr, on the I7th of 


January, from the select committee on the banks | 


of the District of Columbia: 


Resolved, That it is inexpedient to authorize the estab- 
lishment, either by general or special laws, of banks of issue 
in the District of Columbia 


Mr. SLIDELL. I have declined naming any 
day for the consideration of that resolution, and 
a bill which accompanied it, until the organiza- 
tion of the other House, under the éommon un- 
derstanding of the Senate. So soon as we have 
notice of the organization of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, | shall move to maice that resolution, 
and the bill accompanying it, the special order of 
the day for an early day. I desire it to lie over 
for the present. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- 


jection, that order will be made. 
TERRITORY OF DAKOTA. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the following resolution, submitted by Mr. Rice, 
on the 24th of January: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instruct- 
ed to report a bill for the organization of Dakota, which 
shall include all of that portion of the former Territory of 
Minnesota not embraced within the limits of the State of 
Minnesota, or such other boundaries as said committee 
may deem best for the public interest. 

Mr. GRIMES. I move to amend that resolu- 
tion by striking out all after the word * that’’ 
and inserting: 

The Committee on Territories be instructed to report a 
bill to attach all that part of the former Territory of Minne- 
sota, not now included in the State of Minnesota, to the 
Territory of Nebraska. 

Mr. PUGH. Whilst I do not make it an ob- 
jection, I think it is a bad practice to instruct the 
committees tode thus and so. I would suggest to 
the Senator from Minnesota, and also to the Sena- 
tor from lowa, that they propose to instruct the 
committee to inquire into the propriety of these 
things, and the committee will then have some 
discretion. The original resolution is to instruct 
the committee to report a bill for a particular 
“Territory. It may not be advisable to create that 
Territory at present, and | want the committee to 
examine that question; and I suggest that the 
committee inquire into the expediency of these 
propositions. 

Mr.GRIMES. Iam notanxious that the com- 
mittee should be instructed to report at all; but if 
the committee are to be instructed to report, | am 
desirous that they should be instructed to report 
in favor of attaching all the former territory of 
Minnesota, not now included within the present 
limits of the State of Minnesota, to the Territory 
of Nebraska for judicial and governmental pur- 
poses; and the reason why | have offered this 
amendment is because Ido not think there is any 
public exigency, any necessity, for the creation 
ofa new Territory. So faras Lam able to learn, 
there are very few, if any, people residing within 
the limits of what is now called, in common par- 
lance, Dakota Territory; and those few, as far as 
I understand, are Indian traders and speculators, 


whose families live within the States of Minne- | 


sota and lowa, and the Territory of Nebraska, but 


who have small camp establishments to which | 


they pens to resort in case this new Territory 
shall 


they may have with the territorial government, 


I can see no reason for the creation of anew Ter- | 


ritory there. 
Mr. RICE. I ask that the resolution and 
amendment may lie over for a few days. I may 


have something to say in regard to them, and I 


am not prepared this morning. 
Mr. GWIN. I suggest to the Senater from 


Minnesota to accept the amendment proposed by 
the Senator from Ohio, to instruct the committee 
to inquire into the expediency of the proposed 
measure. 

{** That is right!’’} 


| lature, to enact 


xe erected. There being no necessity for the || 
creation of such a Territory, and the distance not |) 
being so remote that, if people did reside within | 
what is called the Territory of Dakota, they could | 
not go to Nebraska, to transact all the business | 


| offered and the remarks he has made, somewhat 
| changed the aspect that | was in hopes the resolu- 


tion would have assumed. I presume he is not 
aware that there is a large settlement in Dakota, 


| about seven or eight hundred miles, or perhaps | 
| more, from the seat of government of the new 
| Territory of Nebraska—a settlement notcomposed 

of speculators or of Indian traders, but a settle- | 


ment which a few years ago contained some five 
thousand people—I am speaking of the settlement 


on the Red River of the North. That settlement | 


is not included within the limits of the State of 
Minnesota; it is all in the proposed new Territory 
of Dakota. If, however, the Senator’s constitu- 
ents are willing to permit a country of the extent 
of this to remain unorganized on their border, 
mine certainly can be; a country which criminals 
from his State as well as mine only have to step 
into in order to be out of the reach of the law. i 
ask that the subject may be postponed for the 
present. Perhaps it would be better to lay the 


resolution on the table for the nresent, and | make 


that motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 
PRINT.LNG OF A. REPORT. 
Mr. IVERSO? . 
from the: Comm:‘tee on Claims by the Senator 
from New Hampshire, [Mr. Cuark,] at the last 


Congress, be reprinted for the use of members. I | 
mean the reportin the case of Letitia Humphreys, || 


administrator of 
the Florida cases. 





Atkinson, commonly called 
I desire the committee to be 


put in full possession of the factsand circumstances | 
in that case; and, having inquired this morning | 
of the proper officers, I find that only a single copy | 
It is important, [ | 
think, that the Senate should be in possession of | 
I therefore move that the | 
ofdinary number of copies of that report be printed |} 


of that report can be found. 
all the facts in the case. 
for the use of the the Senate. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
ro to the Committee on Printing. 
PROPERTY IN TERRITORIES. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 


following resolutions, submitted by Mr. Brown 


on the 18th of January: 


Resolwed, That the Territories are the common property 
of all the States, and thet it is the privilege of the citi- | 
into the Territories with every | 


zens of all the States to ¢ 
kind or description of property recognized by the Consti- 
tution of the United State-, and beld under the laws of any 
of the States; and that itis the constitutional duty of the 


exercised, whether by the Congress or the Territorial Legis- 
uch laws as may be found necessary for 
the adequate and sufficient protection of such property. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instructed | 
to insert in any bill they may report for the organization of | 
new Territories a clause declaring it to be the duty of the | 


Territorial Legislature to enact adequate and sufficient laws 
for the protection ofall kinds of property, as above described, 
within the limits of the Territory ; and that, upon its failure 
or retusal to do so, it is the admitted duty of Congress to 
interfere and pass such laws. 


word ** Resolved,’’ where it first occurs, and in- 


Sert: 
That the Territories are thie common property of the peo- | 


ple of the United States ; that Congress has full power and 
authority to pass all laws necessary and proper for the gov- 
ernment of such Territories; and that, in the exercise of 


such power, it is the duty of Congress so to legislate in re- | 
lation to slavery therein, that the interests of free labor may | 
| be encouraged and protected in such Territories. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instructed 
to insert in any bill they may report for the organization of 
new Territories, a clause declaring that there shall be 
neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in such Territo- 
ries except in punishment for crime whercof the party has 
been duly convicted. 


Mr. FITCH. In moving on Monday to defer 


the consideration of these resolutions until to-day, | 


I did so because of the then absence of one or two 


Senators, whose views upon the subject embraced | 


in the resolutions it would be impossible for me 
to forbear referring to, more or less. One of those 


Senators, the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Dove- | 


Las,] has not since been in his seat. He hasbeen, 


|| Lam informed, out of the city. Whether he is 
| now in the city or not, lam unable to say. If || 
| he is not, I should again prefer deferring the dis- || 


cussion of these resolutions, for my own part. If 


he is within the city, and any Senator can so as- | 


sure me, of course I will proceed now. In the 
absence of information on that head, with the 


NAL GLOBE. 





I move that the report made 


That motion must |! e ¢ 
| ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
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assent of the Senate, I will move the further post- 
ponement of the resolutions until to-morrow, at 
half past one o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PUGH. As these are important reso- 
lutions, and an important amendment has been 
moved, I suggest that the resolutions and amend- 
ment be printed. 1 make that motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BROWN. 1 rather think the postpone- 
ment of the resolutions under the circumstances 
was based on a misapprehension. I have not seen 
the Senator from Illinois, but I understand that 
he returned to the city last evening. [** Let it 
go!”’)_ Very well; I make no objection; but I 
wanted to say for myself, Mr. President, that I 
am sincerely desirous of having a vote at an early 
day on the resolutions, and therefore 1 hope that 
these motions to postpone from day to day, in 
order that the discussion may go on, and the reso- 
lutions possibly, after a while, be crowded out at 


the end of the session, without any expression 


of opu ion on the part of the Senate, will not be 
insisted on. I have no objection to this post- 
ponement; but I give notice that hereafter, as the 
introducer of the resolutions, I shall object to 
postponements., 

Mr. FITCH. I am governed solely, in making 
the motion to postpone, by a desire not to allude 
to any Senator’s opinion upon the subjects em- 
braced in the resolutions, so as to do that Senator 
the least injustice, which might possibly be done 
in his absence. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 


| the chair.) The motion to postpone has been put 
r 


to the Senate, and agreed to. 
tion now before the Senate. 

Mr. CLAY. If there be no question before 
the Senate that is interesting to any Senator at 
this time, I move that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of executive business. 

SXECUTIVE SESSION. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 


here is no ques- 


and after some time spent therein, the doors were 


reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, February 1, 1860. 


The House met attwelve o’clock,m. The gal- 
leriesand the various passages leading to the Hall 


_ were crowded with spectators, who manifested 


law-making power, wherever lodged or by whomsoever || the most intense interest in the proceedings, it 


being confidently expected that they would result 
in the election of a Speaker. 
The Rabbi M. J. Rapnari, of New York, 
opened the proceedings with the following prayer: 
Almighty and most merciful God, we approach 
Thy presence this day to thank Thee for Thy 


| past mercies, and humbly to beseech Thee to 


continue and extend the same to Thy servants, 


'| the Representatives of these United States in 
i ~ 
The pending question being on the amendment || Congress assembled. 


of Mr. Wixxtison, to strike out all after the | 


Lord, great and manifold have been Thy boun- 
ties to this highly-favored land. Heartfelt and sin- 
cere are our thanks. While the vast despotisms 
of Asia are crumbling into dust, and the effete 
monarchies of the Old World can only sustain 
themselves by yielding to the pressure of the spirit 
of the age, it has been Thy gracious will that in 
this Western hemisphere there should be estab- 
lished a Commonwealth after the model of that 


| which Thou, Thyself, didst bestow on the tribes 


of Israel, in their best and purest days. The Con- 
stitution and the institution #of this Republic prove 
to the world that men, created in Thy image and 
obedient to Thy behests, are not only capable, 
fully capable, of self-government, but that they 
know best how to combine civil liberty with ready 
obedience to the laws, religious liberty with warm 
zeal for religion, absolute general equality with 
sincere respect for individual rights. In acquiring 
and carrying out these most wise institutions, Thy 
protection, Lord, has been signally manifest. It 
was Thy right hand that defended the founders of 
this Commonwealth, during the long and perilous 
struggle of right against might. It was thy wis- 
dom that inspired them when they established this 
Congress, to be what Thy tabernacle, with the 
urim and thummim — right and equity — were in- 
tended to have been for the tribes of Israel —the 
heart of the entire nation, where the wants, the 
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° e | 
feelings, and wishes of all might become known, | 


to be respected by all, so that union might create |; 


strength, and concord keep pace with emeeeny- 

Lord, the ordinary life-time of a man has barely | 
elapsed since this Constitution came into force, 
po under its auspices our country, from being | 
feeble and poor has become wealthy and power- 
ful, ready to take rank with the mightiest, and | 
Thou, O Lord, wilt realize unto it Thy gracious 
promise unto Thy chosen people: Vehosircha ado- 
nai letobeh —the Lord will distinguish thee for 
that which is good. 

Supreme Ruler of the universe, many days and | 
many weeks have gone by since thy servants, 
our Representatives, first met in this Congress, 
but not yet have they been able to organize their 
House. Thou who makest peace in Thy high 
Heavens, direct their minds this day that with 
one consent they may agree to choose the man 
who, without fear and without favor, is to pre- 
side over this assembly. ‘To this intent, Father 
most gracious, do Thou endowthem with Thy 
spirit; the spirit of wisdom and of understanding; | 
the spirit of counsel and of amity; the spirit of 
knowledge and of fearof the Lord. Grant, Father, 


that amidst the din of conflicting interests and || 


opinions, Thy grace may direct them so that each | 
one of them and all of them may hold the even | 
tenor of their way—the way of moderation and 
of equity; that they may speak and act and legis- | 
late for Thy glory and the i ieulides of our coun- 
try; so that, from the North and from the South, | 
from the East and from the West, one feeling of | 
satisfaction may attend their labors; while the 
whole people of the land joyfully repeat the words 


of Thy Psalmist: ‘* How good and how pleasant || 


’ 


it is when brethren dwell together in unity.’ 


Lord God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, || 


I, Thy servant, beseech Thee bless these Repre- | 
sentatives, even as Thou hast directed Thy priests 
to bless Thy people. 
Yebarekeka adonai Veyishmireka. 
Ya-air adonai panaraleka wy-chaneneka. 
Yissa adonai penar aleka veyasem Leka Shalom. | 
May the Lord bless ye and preserve ye. 
May the Lord cause his countenance to shine 
upon ye and be gracious unto ye. 
May the Lord raise his countenance unto ye | 
and grant ye peace. 
May this blessing of the one who liveth and 
who reigneth forever rest upon your counsels 
and yourselves this day, and evermore. Amen. 
THE SPEAKERSHIP. 
The CLERK stated the business in order to be | 
Mr. Suerman’s motion, submitted last evening, | 


to proceed to a ballot for Speaker, on which the 1] 


previous question had been called and seconded. 


Mr. PHELPS moved that there be a call of the |! 


House. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The roll was called; and the following members 
failed to answer to their names: Messrs. Brown, , 
Horace F. Ciark, Crank B. Cocurane, and‘ 

STALLWORTH. 
During the call, 
Mr. BOCOCK said: Are the names of absentees 
being called now for the third time for excuses? 
The CLERK. They are. 
Mr. BOCOCK. Then,I move that Mr. Hor- 
ace F, Crark be excused, on the ground that he 
is a gentleman of rather slow motions, and is not 


ain the habit of attending tNe House so early as 


this. On the motion to excuse Mr. Ciarx, I call | 
for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. ADRAIN asked what the question was. | 
Mr. BOCOCK. There are a number of gentle- | 
men absent on the roll-call that is about to be com- | 
pleted. I have called for the yeas and nays in | 
order to give our friends time to get in. As soon 
as | find they are all in, I will ask the House to 
dispense with a further vote on the question to | 
excuse Mr. Criark. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in | 
the affirmative—yeas 119, nays 107; as follows: | 
YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ad 


rain, Aidrich, Alley, William C. Anderson, Ashley, Bab- || 


bitt, Beale, Binghar), Blair, Blake, Boyce, Brayton, Bris- 


tow, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Burroughs, Butter- | 


field, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Colfax, Conkling, 


Corwin, Covode, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, John G. Davis, || 
Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, | 


Ely, Etheridge, Farnsworth, Ferry, Foster, Frank, French, 
Gooch, Grabam, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hal), J. Morrison 


Harris, Haskin, Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, Hughes, Hum- || 





_ eo 


| phrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, Wil 

liam Kellogg, Kilgore, Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, 

Lougnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, Elbert 8. Martin, 

| McKean, McKnight, McQueen, Miles, Moorhead, Morse, 
Nelson, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Perry, Porter, Potter, Powe, 
Pryor, Rice, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, 
Scranton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Spaulding, Spinner. Stan- 
ton, Stevens, Stokes, Stratton, Tappan, ‘Thayer, Theaker, 
Tompkins, Train, Vandever, Van Wyck, Verree, Wade, 
Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Eilihu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Wells, Wilson, Windom, Winslow, 
Wood, and Woodruff—119. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Thomas L. Anderson, Ashmore, 
Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Barrett, Bocock, Bonham, Boteler, 
Bouligny, Brabson, Branch, Briggs, Burch, Burnett, John 
B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cooper, Cox, 


James Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, Davidson, | 


Reaben Davis, De Jarnette, Dimmick, Edmundson, Eng 
lish, Fenton, Florence, Fouke, Garnett, Gartrell, Gilmer, 
Hamiiton, Hardeman, John T. Harris, Hatton, Hawkins, 
Hill, Hindman, Holman, Houston, Howard, Jackson Jen 
kins, Jones, Keitt, Kenyon, Kunkel, Lamar, Landrum, 
Larrabee, James M. Leach, Leake, Logan, Love, Maclay, 
Maliory, Charles D. Martin, Maynard, McClernand, Mc 
Pherson, McRae, Millson, Millward, Montgomery, Laban 
T. Moore, Sydenham Moore, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, 
Niblack, Noell, Pendleton, Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, Pugh, 
Quarles, Reagan, Riggs, James C. Robinson, Ruffin, Rust, 
Scott, Sickles, Simms, Singleton, William Smith, William 
N.H. Smith, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, William Stew 
art, Stout, Thomas, Underwood, Vallandigham, Vance, 
Walton, Webster, Whiteley, Woodson, and Wright—107. 


| So the House agreed to excuse Mr. Ciark. 

Mr. FLORENCE, when his name was called, 
said: Desiring to hold every man to his constitu- 
tional obligations, I cannot vote to excuse Mr. 
Crark. I vote ‘‘no.”’ 

Mr. MARTIN, of Virginia, when his name 
was called, said: Supposing that Mr. Ciark is 
detained by sickness, I vote ** ay.” 

On the result being announced, as above, 


by which the House agreed to excuse Mr. CLark. 

The CLERK. The Clerk begs leave to sug- 
gest that there is no such motion known to par- 
hamentary law. It is only under the rules of the 
| House that a motion to reconsider can be made. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I move that further proceed- 
ings under the call be dispensed with; and on that 
1 demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. SHERMAN. We understood, on this 
side of the House, that there was an agreement 
last night that we should proceed to ballot this 
morning. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
our people in. 

A Member. They are all here now. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I withdraw the call for the 
yeas and nays. 

The question was taken; and all further pro- 
ceedings in the call were dispensed with. 

The question recurred on ordering the main 
question on Mr. SuermMan’s motion to proceed to 
ballot for Speaker. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire simply to 
| ask a question. The gentleman from Pennsy}- 

vania, |Mr. Moraris,] 1t will be in the memory 
of the House, in excusing himself for changing 

his vote from Mr, Smirn, of North Carolina—— 
| Mr. GROW. 
point of order is that last night, before the ad- 
journment, the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Burnett,] undertaking to speak for his side of 
the House, said that if the House would then ad- 
journ, we should have a vote this morning with- 
out debate, with the understanding that there 
should be first a call of the House. Upon that 
understanding the House adjourned. 

Mr. SPINNER. I withdrew the call for the 
yeas and nays upon the motion to adjourn, on the 
agreement of gentlemen on that side of the House, 
that there should be this morning a vote for 
Speaker without debate. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Certainly. 
not going into any general debate. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Gentlemen opposite need 
not be so very sensitive. We are going to let 
them have a bailot. But we desire some inform- 
ation first. Who knows but what I might want 
to change my vote? I agree that it would not be 
proper to enter into a general debate; but still I 
might want to ask a question, and | suppose that 

yrivilege is not to be denied me. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Itwas not my pur- 
pose to obstruct the business of the House 

Mr. GROW. I have only this to say: The 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Burnett] made 

an appeal to his own side of the House to know 
| if there was any objection to the proposition 
which he made, and no one objected. 


We merely want to get 


I am 
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Mr. WINSLOW moved to reconsider the vote | 


I rise toa point of order. My | 
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Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. There were many 
objections made. 

Mr. GROW. Then the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky deceived this side of the House. That is 
all. 

Mr. BURNETT. Ido not understand the lan- 
guage of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. GROW. I said that the gentleman from 
Kentucky stated that it was the agreement of that 
side of the House thatif the House then adjourned, 
there should be a vote taken this morning with- 
out delay; and thatif there was not such an agree- 
ment the gentleman deceived this side of the 
House. 

Mr. BURNETT. I will say this: I made a 
statement in which I understood there was a gen- 
eral acquiescence, that if there was then an ad- 
journment we would vote this morning after such 
preliminary motions as for a call of the House, 
and to adjourn, in order to give time for members 
to come in, and | am in favor of carrying out that 
understanding now. z 

Mr. GROW. I think the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky does not understand me. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. } should have been 
through by this time if gentlemen had allowed 
me,to go on, 

Mr. STANTON. I appealed to my political 
friends last night to consent to an adjournment, 
upon the express understanding that there should 
be no delay or discussion when we met here to- 
day, but that a vote should be taken. Now, sir, 
with that understanding, I submit to gentlemen 
on the other side whether it is strictly upon the 
square that interrogatories shall be propounded, 
and a debate opened, which may protract the bal- 
loting indefinitely? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. It is just because 
I think that gentlemen upon that side of the House 
are not upon the square that I desire to propound 
these interrogatories. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Yesterday evening, when 
the proposition was made for an adjournment, I 
expressly dissented to the conditions proposed; 
though, so far as I am concerned, I am willing 
that the ballot shall take place without delay or 
discussion; but I repeat, that | expressly objected 
to the agreement proposed at the time the adjourn- 
ment took place. [Cries of  Order!”’ 

Republican MemsBers. No objection was heard 
on this side. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That may be; but thatis not 
my fault. The objection was heard on this side 
of the House. * 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. 
der!’’] Last evening 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. [am upon the floor. 
[Shouts of ** Order!’’ and confusion. ] 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I want to know 
whether these remarks are in order, when a mo- 
tion has been made for the previous question. 

‘hat motion is now pending before the Heuse, 
and I object to all remarks and all discussion upon 
the part of anybody. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. Mr. Clerk, my 
desire for an adjournment last evening was very 
much prompted by the statement of gentlemen 
opposite, that we sheail have a vote to-day with- 
out delay. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I object to my col- 
league proceeding with any remarks. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois, I desire to say 
this 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I call the gentleman 
to order. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Mlinois 
{[Mr. Morais] raises the question of order, that 
the previous question having been demanded, no 
debate is in order; but that the Clerk must put 
the question without delay. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I submit to gen- 
tlemen upon this side of the House that, even if 
there was not a perfect understanding on this side 
of the House that this vote should be taken with- 
out debate, still, if it was so understood upon the 
other side, it would be creditable in us to respect 
it, and indulge in no discussion. 

Mr. GROW. I desire to call attention to the 
reported procecdings, in reference to this matter, 
in the Globe of to-day. Mr. Burnnerr makes thy 
proposition, which seems to have been generally 
assented to. Mr. Houston adding, “ That is, if al 
our menarehere.”’ [Criesof ‘ Vote!’ *Vote!””) 

At this point a pause occurred, during which 


[Cries of ** Or- 
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Mr. Situ, of Virginia, was engaged in conver- 
sation with members around him. 

The CLERK put the question, on ordering the 
main question, and declared it carrie d. 

He then put the question on the motion, that 
the House proceed to vote for Speaker, and de- 
clared it to be adopt d. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to know 
whether | am in order now in proceeding with 
my remarks. [Loud cries of ** Call the roll!’’] 

The CLERK. ‘The Clerk supposed that the 
gentleman from Virginia had abandoned the floor. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. No, sir, I had not. 
I have been standing here all the time waiting for 
ano pportunity y to proc ee d. 

My. SHERMAN. Irise toa point of order. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. A gentleman rose 
to a question of order before, and it was that I 
was listening to [Cries of ** Order!” * Call 
the roll!’’] 

Mr. SHERMAN. The House having ordered 
thatit will proceed toa vote, viva roce, for Speaker, 
[ submit that no one can interfere with that order 
by debate. 

“The CLERK. - The Clerk begs leave to say to 
the eentleman from Virginia, that, after discussion 
had taken place upon the point of order, he waited 
a short time; but the gentleman seemed to have 
abandoned the floor; he seemed to be engaged in 
conversation with gentlemen around him. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Notat all. I did 
not abandon the floor. 1 was standing up all the 
time. 

The CLERK. The Clerk then puf*the ques- 
tion, **Shall the main question be now put?’’ 
The genteman from —— made no objection; 
and no obj ction was made by any one else. The 
Clerk then put the further ue stion upon the mo- 
tion, that the Hlouse proceed to vote viva voce for 
Speaker; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Well, that was all 
founded on a mistake, as | had not yielded the 
floor, and amounts to nothing. I will, there- 
fore, proceed with my remarks. [Cries of ** No 
you can’t!”’ *Order!’? and much confusion.] 
Well, then I move to reconsider the vote by which 
the main question was ordered. [Cries of *Order!”’ 
and confusion. 

The CLERK. The Clerk will state that, ac- 
cording to the parliamentary law, there is no such 
motion known as a motion to reconsider. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Well, I will go on 
with my remarks. This whole difficulty seems 
to have grown out of a misapprehension, on the 

vart of the Clerk. [Shouts of **Order!’’ on the 
Re ‘publican side, and great uproar in the House.] 

Mr. SHERMAN. Now, I wish to test the 
question whether the House will execute its order 
or not. I object to the gentleman proceeding. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to put a 
question to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 
[Shouts of ** Order !”’ 

Mr. MORRIS, of [linois. 


to order. 





T cali the gentleman 
I hope good faith will be observed upon 
this side of the House, and that this trifling will 
be dispensed with. The gentleman has been called 
to sede time and again. I call him to order now. 
If he is in order let the Clerk so decide. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 1 appeal to the gen- 
tleman from Virginia to defer his remarks until 
afier this vote has been taken. It was my under- 
standing, and the understanding, I think, g¢ener- 
ally on this side of the House, that we were to 
come here to-day and vote, without a resort to 
any dilatory motions or further discussien, and 
Il ask the gentleman, in all fairness, to defer his 
remarks for the present. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
““Order!’*] misapprehends the purpose of the 
gentleman from Virginia. [Cries of ‘* Order!’ 
“Cc all the roll!’ and tumultuous confusion. ] 

Mr: ADRAIN. l obje ct to debate. 

Mr. FLORENCE. If you had allowed the 
gentleman to go on with his remarks while you 
have been calling ‘*Order,’’ and ** Call the roll, - 
he would have finished before now. 

Mr. ADRAIN. The House has decided to 
proces d to ballot, and I object to any discussion. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I beg leave to make a sug- 
gestion to my colle: ague from Virginia, which I 
think wili reme dy the whole matter My col- 
league is a much older and far more expe rienced 
man than myself, but in the present state of this 
controversy, I beg leave to suggest to him that 


The gentleman [shouts of 


w can ‘eecomplish his object by n skier his in- 
quiry when his name is called in the regular order 
of the vow for Speaker. I presume there will be 
no objection, under these circumstances, and the 
gentieman can accomplish the object he de ‘sires 
in that mode. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I shali be ruled out, 
sir; for that delichtful lover of order from Illinois 
will perhaps raise a question of good faith. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. ‘* That delightful 
lover of order from Illinois,’’ calls the delightful 
out-of-order gentleman from Virginia to order. I 
ask the Clerk whether there is now any debatable 
question before the House ? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
from If{linois himself in order ? 

Mt. MORRIS, of Illinois. I pretest against 
any member infringing the agreement a.nd under- 
standing which seemed to prevail upon all sides 
yesterday. I know, sir, that if a discussion is 
opened here, it will occupy the whole day. For 
one, | want to see this faree ended. [Cries of 
‘That is right !’’ from both sides.]} 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. | am very much 
emused. [Cries of **Order!’’ ** Ordex!’’ from 
the Republican benches.] I wish te say, Mr. 
Clerk. [Renewed cries of ‘* Order!’ “* Order!”’ 
from the Republican benches.] I submit. (Cries 
of ** Order!” * Order!’’] I say to the other side 
that I will leave the matter to the decision of the 
Clerk. [Cries of ** Order !’’ ** Order !”’ ** Call the 
roll !?’] 

The CLERK. The Clerk begs leave respect- 
fully to suggest to the gentleman from: Virginia 
that he desires todo him no injustice; but he does 
not think, under the parliamentary law, that the 
gentleman is now in order. [Cries from the Re- 
publican benches of ** Order!”’ ** Call the roll!’’] 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. There was so much 
clamor around me that I did not quite hear the 
Clerk; but I submit. 


SPEAKER ELECTED. 


Is the gentleman 


The House then proceeded to the forty-fourth | 


and last ballot for Speaker, with the following 


result: Whole number of votes, 233; necessary 

to a choice, 117; of which— 
Mr. Pennington received.........eeeee. vanessa sp euEee 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Charies F. Adams, Adrain, 
Aldrich, Alley, Ashley, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, 
Blake, Brayton, Briggs, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnhy am, 
Burroughs, Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case. Col 
tax, Comming r, Corwin, Covode, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, 
Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, 
Ely, PF: arnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Frank, French, 
Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, Haskin, Hel- 
mick, Hickman, Hoard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Jun- 
kin, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, 
Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, 
Lovejoy, Marston, McKean, McKnight, McPherson, Mill- 
ward, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, 
Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Pottle, 
Reynolds, Rice, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, 
Scranton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, Stratton, Tappan, 
Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, 
Van Wyck, Verree, Wade, Waldron, WaltonsCadwalader 
C. Washbura, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel, Washburn, 
Wells, Wilson, Windom, Wood, and Woodruff. 

For Mr. McClernand—Messrs. Allen, Thomas L. Ander- 
son, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Barrett, Bocock, 
Bouligny, Branch, Burch, Burnett, Horace F, Ciark, John 
B. Clark, Clemens, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cooper, Cox, 


James Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, Davidson, John G. | 


Davis. Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, Dimmick, Edmundson, 
English, Florence, Fouke, Garnett, Gartrell, Hamilton, 


| John T. Harris, Hawkins, Hindman, Holman, Houston, 


Howard, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, Kunkel, Lamar, 


Landrum, Larrabee, Leake, Logan, Love, Maclay, Charles | 
D. Martin, Elbert S. Martin, McRae, Millaon, Montgomery, 


Isaac N. Morris, Niblack, Noell, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, 


Pryor, Reagan, Riggs, James ©. Robinson, Ruffin, Rust, | 


Scott, Sickles, Simms, Singleton, William Smith, Steven- 
son, James A. Stew art, Stout. Taylor, Thomas, Underwood, 
Vallandigham, Whiteley, Winstow, Woodson, and W right. 


For Mr. Gilmer~Messrs. Green Adams, William C. An- | 


derson, Brabson, Bristow, Etheridge, J. Morrison Harris, 
Hatton, Hill, James M. Leach, Mallory, Laban T. Moore " 
Nelson, Quarles, William N. H. Smith, Stokes, and Web 
ster. 

For Mr. Crawford—Messrs. Clopton, Curry, McQueen, 


and Pugh. 


For Mr. William N. H. Smith—Messrs. Boteler, Harde- 
man, Maynard, and Vance. 
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Vandever, | 


called, said: 





—— —— 
For Mr: Me Queen—MReert. ‘Ro suham and Miles. 
For Mr. Stevenson—Mr. Boyce. 

For Mr. Etheridge—Mr. Gilmer. 

For Mr. Miles—Mr. Keitt. 

For Mr. Houston—Mr. MecClernand. 
For Mr. Boyce—-Mr. Sydenham Moore. 

During the eall of the roll, the following pro- 
ceedings took place: 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, when his name was 
I ask the permission of the House to 
make a remark. 

Mr.HUTCHINS. Irisetoa question oforder. 
In the first place, Mr. Clerk, I believe it to be out 
of order, unless it be by general consent of the 
House, to e nite r into discussion during a vote for 
Speaker. i believe, in the second place, that it is 
in violation of the spirit of the agreem« nt entered 
ints last night that this vote should procee ‘d with- 
out debate. 

Mr. BONHAM. I protesi against that. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. I make the point of order 
upon those two grounds. I‘say that discussion 
is not inorder. In my judgme nt, | repeat that 
debate during this vote is 1n violation of the agree- 
ment of yesterday. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I conceive that the gentle- 
man from Ohio has made an argument instead of 
a point of order, and I think that that argument 
may be controverted upon the other side. If the 
gentleman from Missouri differs from the gentle- 
man from Ohio, he can, I suppose, state that dif- 
ference. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I hope that the gentleman 
from the Ashtabula district of Ohio [Mr. Hutcnu- 
ins] will withdraw his objection. Iam willing to 
concede the fact that Mr. Pennineron is to be 
the Speaker of this House; but I submit to the 
other side thet they can gain nothing by suppress- 
ing freedom of explanation. Let gentlemen on 
this side who wish to define their position do so, 
You have the advantage, and you can keep it. 
The hour of triumph, gentlemen, is the hour of 
magnanimity. [Cries of “ Go on!”?**Go on!”? 
from the Republican benches. ] 

Mr. HUTCHINS. I withdraw my point of 
order. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. Before I cast my 
vote, I desire to make some explanation to the 
House and to the country. I intend, sir, to vote 
for Mr. McCiernanp, of Illinois. I did it yes- 
terday, and I intend todo itto-day. Before I cast 
that vote, I want it understood that I do not agree 
with that gentleman in reference to the power of 
a Territorial Legislature to exclude slavery. I 
regard Mr. McC.ernanp as a Democrat, and a 
national man. He has acted with us in our organ- 
ization against the Republican party, and I expect 
to act with him in our efforts to prevent the elec- 
tion of a Republican President. I vote for him as 
a Democrat who is national in his views. I differ 
with him, as I have stated, on the territorial ques- 
tion. He is willing to submit that question 4 un- 
derstand, to the arbitrament of the national De m- 
Wcraticconvention. I understand him to be pledged 
to abide by the action of that convention. In my 
place, now, I say that I will vote for the nominee 
of that convention. I vote for Speaker for Mr. 
McCcernanp, of Illinois. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I did not raise the ques- 
tion of order on the gentleman from Missouri, 
because it seemed to be the general desire that he 
should proceed with his remarks. But I will 
submit to these discussions no further. 
due notice that I will raise the point upon friend 
or foe who undertakes during this vote to enter 
into a discussion. [Cries from the Republican 
benches of ** That is right!”’ 

Mr. COBB, when his named was call od, said: 
I wish to give my reason for the vote I shall give 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I call the gentleman to 
order. 

Mr. COBB. I will be but a moment. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will withdraw my 
point this time. 

Mr. BONHAM. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama has the right to make his remarks, and the 
gentleman from Georgia cannot prevent ‘him. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I was disposed to with- 
draw my point, but I now renew it; and I will 
not withdraw it under threat or menace. 

Mr. BONHAM. I did not hear the gentleman 
withdraw it, or I would not have made the re- 
mark I did. If the gentleman renews his point, 
I again say the gentleman from Alabama has the 
right to proceed. 


I give. 
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-I intend to vote for Mr. 


Mr. UN DERWOOD. We wiil test the ques- 
tion. I withdrew my point, but the gentleman 
from South Carolina put me in the position of 
being under menace 

Mr. BONHAM. wl have already told the hon- 
orable gentleman from Georgia that I did not hear 
him withdraw his point of order, or else [ would 
not have made the remark I did. I did not mean 
the remark I made as a menace; but when the 
gentleman said that he should insist upon it, I felt 
disposed to maintain the right which every gen- 
tleman upon this floor has. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have as much right 
as any other gentleman upon this floor, ang] 
have as much power and spirit to m¢ uintain it.” J 
intend to maintain that right. 

The CLERK. Does the gentleman withdraw 
his objection? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I do, for the present. 

Mr. COBB. Mr. Clerk, lam well satisfied that, 
in all probability, I am going to part w ith four of 
my colleagues upon this floor, and in doing so, I 
trust this House will have the kindness to hear 
me but fora moment. I intend to vote for Mr. 
McC ternanp, of Illinois. I am satisfied, from 
what I have learned, that Mr. McCLernanp and 
myself differ upon the squatter-sovereignty doc- 
trine. But let me tell you one thing I can do. | 
have admired Mr. McCiernanp ever since I first 
met him here: I believe it was the first session | 
served in Congress, when 1 saw that gentleman 
standing up for the rights of the Constitution, 
when I saw him among only thirteen northern 
Democrats who had the moral courage to vote 

gainst the Wilmot proviso. And if I cannot 
ae the doctrines of Mr. McC.ierwnanp, | can 
admire the scars I find upon him, inflicted by the 
Republican party; yea, the scars inflicted by the 
Republican party Tpor 1 him in defending the Con- 
stitution and the rights of the South. I know him 
to be sound, except upon that one question, and 
have we not, during this whole contest for organ- 
izing this House, got up on divers occasions and 
appei ealed to persons who entertained different 
opinions from us, to lay aside those questions as 
bygone conc lusions, and to vote fora man differ- 
ing with them upon certain questions? [| have 
done it, and to-day | am going to do it again. In 
my opinion, this 1s the last vote I shall probably 
ever give for Speaker in my life, and in giving it, 
McCiernanp; andif } 
fall by that vote, let me fall; and if my constitu- 
ents cannot, as I do,admire Mr. McCiernanp’s 
loyalty to the Constitution, and fidelity to the trust 
reposed in him, let them consign me to private 
life, and send some man here who will generate 
the flames of discord so that this Government 
will crumble to atoms. lam for my country first, 
and Mr. McCriernanp next. [Laughter.| 

Now, sir, | may state again that I am perfectly 
satisfic d that this is the last vote we shall cast for 
Speaker during this contest. I am satisfied of it; 
[aaghters) and I will state one thing more and 
yield the floor. I know, and you all know, that 
with all the zeal any man could possess, I have 
endeavored to defeat the Republican candidate. 
I came here with open hands. 
affiliate with men of every complexion of politics 
except the Republicans, witha view to defeat that 
party. Ll have done it; and I am going to make 
my report to my constituents, who will make no 
charge against me for not being faithful to my 
trust. 

I gave up this contest several days ago. I 
thought the party upon the opposite side could 
organize if they pursued the proper course, and it 
reminds me of an article I read in the newspapers 
a few days ago: An old lady, being run away 
with by her horse, said she trusted ingProvidence 
until the breeching broke, and then she gave it 
up. (Laughter.] I have thus far trusted in the 
conflicting elements of opposition to the Black 
Republican party, until the breeching broke, and 
now I give itup. [Great laughter. 

Before I record my vote, I will say that I think 
the fight has been a glorious one, and it reminds 
me of what we boys ‘used to say at school when 
we wrestled, and fell neither on top of the other; 
we called that a dog fall; and if you elect Mr. 
Pennineton, | shall just call ita dogfall. (Great 
laughter. 

Mr. H AMILTON, when his name was called, 
said: With the permission of the House I wish to 
make a very few remarks, not so much to give the 


[ came here to | 
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reasons why I " a volte for Mr. Mc LERNAND, as 
to state one of the many reasons why I will not 

vote for the candidate upon the other side of the 

House. Withoutattempting toenumerate all those 
reasons, the one I now allude tois a fact which I 
assume toexist from what dropped from the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania {[Mr. Morris]twoorthree 
evenings past, when giving his reason for with- 
drawing his vote from Mr. Smitrn, of North Caro- 
lina,and transferring ittoanothergentleman. That 
reason was briefly this: that he had felt it to be his 
duty, as a Representative of the State of Penn 

een to arenes that gentleman, and perpe- 
trate » delicate act of asking him how he would 
organiz e certain committees, or a certain commit- 
tee, and not being able to extort from that rentle- 
man an answer suited to his views, he felt it to be 
his duty to withdraw his vote from him. I take it 
for granted that, in this particular instance, he has 
taken time by the forelock, and does know how 
the gentleman from New Jersey will organize that 
committee, and for that reason—and there are a 
thousand others—I would not vote for the 
man upon the other side of the House. 

with creat pleasure for the ¢ 
Mr. McC.ernanp. 

Mr. KEITT. As this is to be the 
wish to make a remark or two before I} give the 
vote I propose to give. The late nominee of the 

Republican party, {Mr. Suerman,] in his mourn 
ful valedictory to his di sponding , or, it may be, 
his deserting troops, said—{cries of ** Order!’’ 
**Order!’’ from the Republican side.}] No, gentle- 
men; what I wish to say, I intend to say, and that 
you may rely upon—s rid that he sought some 
consolation in the fact that the ancient ene my of 
his party was demoralized. Demoralized! how? 
By seeking affiliations with other elements of op- 
position to the Republican party. Pray, gentle 
men, how do you stand? For eight weeks you 
tried to elect your nominee, and you failed. How ? 
Said this gentleman in that valedic tory—and he 
spoke with a touching sensibility--by the refusal 
of gentlemen toallow the adoption of the plar lity 
rule. Failing to geta plur lity rule, you had to 
go to a majority rule. And how do you propose 
to get that majority? By taking down your man 
whose name had been on this Helper pamphi t; 
and taking up a man who is in favor of the f 
tive slave law. 

A Memeber. As it now stands. 

Mr. KEITT. Yes, sir; as it now stands. 

Let me ask some of these gentlemen over here 
whether they think, in going for a man who isin 
favor of the fugitive slave law—an old-line Whig, 
as he calls himself—that they do not demoralize 
their party by affiliation? Youcould not get this 
floating body of opinion that was ready adroitly 
to ally itself here and there—it ms ay be fora recom- 
pense. itis so said, and we will soon see. You 
could not get this floating body of opinion ona 
straight-out nominee of your party. So you took 
him down, and put up a man who is in favor of 
the fugitive slave law; and the successor of Mr. 
Giddings goes for him. 

Now, let me ask, if affiliation demoralizes, 
whether they are not demoralized on that side? 

Now, I am going to ask a question here which 

I would not ask if it had not been invited. On 
Friday last, when Mr. Surru, of North Carolina, 
was elected Speaker, he was diselected by th: 
withdrawal of certain votes: and the member from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Mor nis] declared it was be- 
cause he would five no ple dee as to the constitu- 
tion of the Committee of Waysand Means in re- 
card to Pennsylvania protec tion, or the protection 
of the great industrial interests of the country— 
whatever you wish to call Now, what | wish 
to know is this: whether any pledge has been 
given by the member from New Jersey. If so, it 
is due to the House, and to fair play, that it should 
be known. This place is not to be won by traffic. 

The gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 

Smit j|—whate ver his views are—said that if hy 
| was to go into that chair he should ef there with 
| his hands untied by any pledges or any compro- 

mises. He would go there as the Sp aker of the 

House; and the power of the chair put into his 

hands, would not be wield@l in favor of any par- 
ticular interest. Now I wish to know whether 
that pledge has been given. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsy!vania. 
| tleman address himself to me? 


Mr. KEITT. Yes, I do. [Crie 
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Mr. C .L E M EN Bo 3 mee the yespousibitity of 
maintaining the same position with regard to the 
candidate of the other side of the House that [ 
took in favor of our own candidate. 

Mr. HINDMAN. lLeall the gentleman from 
Virginia to order. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
now to ke epe vol. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I understand the question 
of the gentleman from South Carolina to apply to 
the gentleman from New Jersey. 

Mr. HINDMAN. lIcall the gentleman from 
Virginia to order. 

The CLERK. Does the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia raise a point of order? 

Mr. CLEMENS. I do. 

The CLERK. If so, the eenth 
his point of order. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I desire ifany 
question be propound d to the ntleman from 
New Jersey, | shall rise in my place and ‘object 
to it; and I make the point of order that no mem- 
ber has a right, pending the vote, to submit inter- 
rogatories to any candidate either on one side o 
the other. 

Mr. KEITT. 
to the candidate. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Virginia 
raises the question of order—— 

Mr. CLEMENS. I understand that the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina does not intend to 
interrogate the gentleman from New Jersey; and 

o I withdraw my point of order. c 
Ir. PETTIT. Lrenew it. It is not in order 
for the gentleman from South Carolina to interro- 
rate any person. 

Mr. KEITT. The most remarkab! 
the wodd, Mr. Clerk! Why—not 
there has been a pledge here ? 

Mr. PETTIT. My objection, Mr. Clerk, is, 
that any person sheuld take the floor for the pur- 
pose of replying to the gentleman’s question. I 
am not objecting to any quantity of interroga- 
tories which the gentleman from South Carolina 
may see fit to propound. This isan oceasion for 
deeds, and not for words 

Mr. KEITT. What do you object to? 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Indiana 
objects to any response to the interrogatories. 

Mr. KEITT. Ah he objects to any reply. 
Very well. 

Mr. FLORENCE 


I bee my colleague 


man will state 


to say this: 


I did not submit any question 


thine in 
wl whether 


My colleague (Mr. Mor- 


ris] may reply when his name 1s called, if he 
wishes to. 

Mr. KEITT. The case stands thus: I am in- 
vited to do it; and allow me to say that, if I had 


not been invited, if every member had not been 
invited, by the remarks of the member from Penn- 
sylvania, to make the inquiry, I never should have 
thought of making it. 
The member from Pennsylvania [Mr. Monnrs] 
avs he withdrew his vote from Mr. Smirn, an 
old-line Whig, because he would give him no 
pledge as to how he would constitute a certain 
committee, or maybe all the ee 3s. The 
Committee of Ways and Means, I believe, was 
specially spoken of. I, then, ask ia gcentleman, 
when he goes to another man, whether that man 
has given him any pledge? Is itnot fairtoask it? 
I say that, if ple dees are given, they oucht te be 
known to ‘the House; and we have a right, on our 
responsibilities, to comment upon them as much 
as we please; and I, for one, will commert just as 
much as I please. | at the fact 
whether pledges have been given or not. The 
members of the gentleman’s own party rise and 
object. Why? Is it because they are afraid 
that the gentleman from Pennsylvania did get a 
pledge? Well, if he did get a pledge, do they say 
that it is right or wrong to give a pledge? If the y 
say it is right, thgn do they object to their ¢ andi- 
date doing what Is right? Let me tell you that, 
by your se saline your lips, you put your party in 
the position of acknowledging the charge that your 
candidate, to get votes, did make a pledge; and 
you know the pledge to be unjust and improper; 
and allow me to say that, so far as the member 
from Pennsylvania is concerned, by your refusing 
| permission to him to answer the inquiry thus 
| invited and thus put, you stigmatize him him- 
self, 
| Now, one step further. I und 
gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. 
| stands on the same pl: Uietin with tt 
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from Ohio, [Mr. Conwin.] That gentleman said, | 


the other day, in a series of questions and an- 
swers between himself and myself, that wherever 
slaves can be profitably worked, in hot climates 
where slave labor is available, he would vote to 
protect slavery. : ; 

Now, sir, if slavery is wrong, wrong In morals, 


it ought not to be carried anywhere. If itis right | 


in morals, then your agitation is unwarrantable. 
Now, | understand that the gentleman from New 
Jersey, the nominee of this party, takes exactly 
that ground. I understand that the Republican 
arty, in order to lure over certain floating votes, 
1ave taken up a man who says he is an old-line 
Whig, in favor of the fugitive slave law, and who 
does not believe that slavery is wrong in itself. 
And then, to gct the votes of other individuals, 
he has, | am bound to infer, made pledges about 


the constitutionofcommittecs. [Cries of **Order!’’ | 


**Vote!’’) 


I only desire to say in addition, that any gen- | 


tleman en this side of the House can get my vote 
to beat that party, no matter who that individual 
is. Lam informed and believe that the gentleman 
from New Jersey recommended the enforcement 
of the fugitive slave law when he was Governor. 
[ vote, for the present, for Mr. Mires. [Laughter 
from the Republican benches. | 

Mr. LEACH, of-North Carolina, when his 
name was called, said: Whenever the members 
of the Democratic party cast their full vote, as | 
hope they will do, for Mr. McC ernanp, | and 


others of the southern Opposition will vote for | 


him. I vote, for the present, for Mr. Gitmer. 
Mr. LEAKE, when his name was called, said: 

I willtake the pledge of the gentleman from North 

Carolina, and vote for Mr. McC.ernanp, of Il- 








in the support of the Democratic candidates from 
the commencement of this contest down to so near 


| its close; and hence I cast my vote for him. 


I desire to say that I shall cast a second vote for 
Mr. McC.iernanp, because I am sure that even 
now there is a possibility of electing him to the 
Speakership over the candidate of the Black 
Republican party, and I desire now to ask the 
gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Leacn,] 
whether, if the entire Democratic vote can be given 
for the gentleman from Illinois, the votes of his 
party will also be given for him? I ask the ques- 
tion in good faith, because I know the honorable 
gentleman from North Carolina is sincerely de- 
sirous of electing a national man over the candi- 
date of the Republican party. 

Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina, I will say 
to my friend from Mississippi, that I am as sin- 
cerely anxious to beat the candidate of the Repub- 
lican party as he is. I cannot say whether the 
party with which | act will give a unanimous vote 
for the gentleman from Illinois, under the cireum- 
stances which the gentleman from Mississippi 
names or not. I will not assume to speak for the 
party. But] will remark, as | said the other day, 
that it was required by the Democratic party, as 
a condition precedent, that the vote of the south- 
ern Opposition should be given unanimously for 
Mr. Smirn, of North Carolina, before the Demo- 
cratic vote could be given for him. That unani- 
mous vote of the southern Opposition was given. 
I say then that, in pursuance of the course indi- 
cated then by distinguished Democrats, I think it 


_is the duty of Democrats to vote unanimously 


linois; and I hope all Democrats will yote for | 


him. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, when his name was 
called, said: Before I vote, | wish to put a couple 
of questions. I desire to know of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, {[Mr. Mornis,] who changed 
his vote the other day because he could not as- 
certain how the Committee of Ways and Means 
would be constituted, in the event of the election 
of Mr. Smirn, of North Carolina, if he attempted 


to get that information until it was ascertained | 


that, as the vote stood, Mr. Smiru was elected ? 
yr . : 

Phat is one question that I desire to propound. 
Now, sir, | state—and I have good reason for 


stating—that the gentleman from Pennsylvania | 


{Mr. Morais] did not seek to know how the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means would be organized 
by the gentleman from North Carolina until after 
he had ascertained tha: an election was made. 
Now, another question. Itis rumored—l ad- 
dress myself now to the gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Gitmer]—lI trust it is not so, but 


I have heard that that gentleman has said that || 
he would rather have a conservative Republican | 


elected Speaker than a Democrat. 


Mr.GILMER. I will answer with great pleas- | 


ure, that I never said any such thing. 

Mr. STANTON. 1 object to these interroga- 
tories. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
Crernanp, of Lllinois. 

Mr. BARKSDALE (the roll having been called 


I vote for Mr. Me- 


through) said: On yesterday, | voted for the hon- | 


orable gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. McCuer- 
NAND,| when I was assured that, if the whole Dem- 


ocratic vote could be given to him, he might be | 


elected. But, sir, I desire to say that, in giving 
that vote for Mr. McC.iernanp, I did not intend 
to indorse the views which he is understood to 
entertain in reference to squatter sovereignty ; for 
if there is any political doctrine advocated in this 
country more objectionable to me than any other, 
it is the doctrine of squatter sovereignty. I be- 
lieve thatit is the duty of the Government to throw 
around slave property, all specits of property in 
the Territories, the shield of its protection. Hence, 
tn voting for the honorable gentleman from IIli- 
nois, | did not intend to indorse that doctrine; so 
far from it, | utterly scorn and reject it. I voted 
for him because he had mingled in our caucuses; 
because he had, during the whole of this struggle, 
fought under the Democratic flag, no matter by 
whom it had been borne; and because the contest 
was narrowed down between him and Mr. Pen- 
NINGTON, the candidate of the Republican party. 
I have admired his gallant bearing throughout this 
contest; I have admired the zeal he has displayed 


| 
} 
i 


| to change m 


upon the candidate of their own selection, from 
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their own number, before they call upon us to vote | 


for him. I will tell the gentleman, however, that 
if the gentleman from Illinois receives the unani- 
mous vote of the Democratic party, he shall have 
my vote, and there are other members of the 
southern Opposition who will vote for him. 

Mr. GILMER. I desire to call the attention 
of my friend from Mississippi to the condition of 
this vote as it now stands. There have been two 
hundred and thirty-three votes cast. There have 
been one hundred and sixteen votes cast for the 
Republican candidate, leaving one hundred and 
seventeen votes behind. Butin that vote is included 
the vote of the gentleman from Lilinois [Mr. Mc- 
Ciernanp] himself. The gentleman will see, 
therefore, that it is utterly impossible, by any 
combination, to beat the Republican candidate. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to make this re- 
mark, in reply to the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina, [Mr. Grimer, | that with the unanimous vote 
of the members opposed to the Republican party 


for the gentieman from Illinois, it will defeat the | 
It is understood | 


election of Mr. Pennincron. 
that Mr. Sratieworrn will be bere ina short time; 


| he may be here to-day. Then, by a combination 


of the South Americans and the Democrats upon 
Mr. McC.ernanp, of Illinois, Mr. Penninerton, 


| the candidate of the Republican party, can be de- | 
| feated. Now, I desire to ask the gentleman from 


North Carolina, if, under these circumstances, he 
will vote for Mr. McCiernanp? 

Mr. GILMER. I state to the gentleman that 
I have already voted, and that I see no occasion 
vote. If I did, my friend knows 
that no election would be effected. 


Mr. BARKSDALE. Then, Mr. Clerk, I un- 


derstand the gentleman from North Carolina to 


state, distinctly, that he would not change his | 
vote, if, by doing so, he could defeat the election | 


of Mr. Pennincron. 
Mr. GILMER. 
Mr. Clerk. 
Mr. BARKSDALE. 


the gentleman from North Carolina, and those as- 
sociated with him, are responsible, because they 
refused to cast their votes for Mr. McCLernanp. 
Mr. HILL. I wish to make a remark. 
Mr. ASHLEY. It does not matter whether 


the gentleman from North Carolina votes for Mr. | 


McC.ernanp or votes for another opposed to Mr. 
Pennineron, for the result will be the same, and 
the gentleman from Mississippi, therefore, is only 
consuming the time of the House for nothing. 


Mr.BARKSDALE. The gentleman is not to | 


|| judge for me as to how much time I am to con- 


sume. [Laughter.] 1 judge for myself in refer- 
ence to what I shall say or how much time I shall 
occupy. 


I have stated no such thing, | 


I desire to state, then, | 
that if Mr. Pennineron is elected upon this vote, | 


Mr. SPINNER. 
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I object to the gentleman’s 
proceeding, since he sets this House at defiance. 

Mr. HILL. I merely wish to say that the 
same thing is now accomplished that would be 
accomplished if we would concentrate our votes 
upon Mr. McCiernanp. It matters not for whom 
Mr. Gitmer casts his vote, and as he has now 
cast it, for all purposes of staving off Mr. Panninc- 
Ton’s election, it is quite as well as if it were 
given for Mr. McCLernanp. 

Mr. BARKSDALE resumed the floor. 

Mr. COLFAX. I rise to a question of order. 
There was a solemn compact entered into by this 
er on yesterday. Itis recorded in the Globe, 
asollows: 

“Mr. Burnett.” * * * “ But I say to you 
this: that to-morrow, after a preliminary vote or call of the 
House, to see whetherall of our menare here, we will vote 
directly for Speaker ; and I think I can speak for the Dem- 
ocratic party. 

“ Republican Mempers. That will do. 

“Mr. Houston. That is, if all our men are here. 

“(Cries of That will do!’ ¢ Let us adjourn !’} 

“Mr. Burnetr. With that understanding, I hope that 
the gentleman who demanded the yeas and nays will with- 
draw the call. 

“Mr. Spinner. I withdraw it. 

“The motion to adjourn was agreed to; and thereupon 
(at twenty minutes past four o’clock, p. m.) the House 
adjourned.”? 


The compact was, that there should be a vote 
this morning for Speaker, directly, and without 
debate. Now, is that compact faithfully adhered 
to? 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Iam, Mr. Clerk, merely 
explaining my position. It is my right to do so. 
It has not been questioned before, during this 
vote, that [know of. I am not violating the agree- 
ment made yesterday—the vote has already been 
taken, 

The CLERK. The Clerk will state to the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi that some objections have 
been made, and that they have, from time to time, 
been withdrawn. The gentleman from Missis- 
sippi is upon the floor, by unanimous consent, 
and he has commenced his statement. The Clerk 
would, therefore, suggest to the gentleman from 
Indiana, that, having obtained the consent of the 
House, it would hardly be in order now to pre- 
clude the gentleman from Mississippi from con- 
tinuing his remarks. 

Mr. COLFAX. I do not object to the gentle- 
man from Mississippi going on, but I do object 
to anybody else interpolating remarks in the gen- 
tleman’s speech. 


Mr. BARKSDALE. ILask the gentleman from 


| Georgia whether he is not aware of the fact that 
Db 


unless Mr. McCernanp increases his vote upon 
this ballot, there are two gentlemen, at least one, 
who has signified his purpose to change his vote 
and to give it for Mr. Pennineron, and thus elect 
him? 

Mr. HILL. Iam notaware of the fact the gen- 
tleman states, or of how gentlemen will vote. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Well, I inform the gen- 
tleman of that fact now. The gentleman has yet 
an opportunity to change his vote, increase that 
of Mr. McC.uernanp, and thus prevent the elec- 
tion, upon this ballot, of the nominee of the Re- 
publican party. 

Mr. HILL. It seems to me that it is as much 
as any gentleman can be reasonably expected to 
do, to take care of himself in this House. [Laugh- 
ter.] 1 know that it is not expected of me to take 
care of others. If gentlemen choose to do wrong, 
[ cannot prevent them. Let them do what they 
deem their duty. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I have then stated the 
fact, in the hearing of the gentlemen of the Amer- 
ican party, that unless Mr. McC.iernanp’s vote 
is increased on this ballot, Mr. Pennineron will 
be elected, when by their votes his election could 
be prevented. 

Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina. I have 
evinced my disposition to vote for Mr. McCrer- 
NAND. 

Mr.BARKSDALE. Thegentleman has evinced 
a patriotic purpose to do so, and I honor him for 
it. Not so with other members of his party. 

Mr. HILL. How is my vote for Mr. McCer- 
NAND to prevent the election of Mr. PennincTon? 

Mr. BARKSDAZLE, One gentleman, at least, 
has published in the House thathe intended event- 
ually to vote for Mr. Pennineton, and thus to 
terminate this contest, unless the vote of the oppo- 
sition to the Republican party can be concentrated 
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| 
upon Mr. McCternanp. His purpose to do so | 
is nO secret; he has proclaimed it upon the floor; | 
and in order to prevent it, the vetes of both the 
Democratic and South American parties should be 
given to Mr. McCLernanp , ‘ 

Mr. HILL. With the leave of my friend from 
Mississippi, with whom I so much concur on the 
subject of popular sovereignty, and who differs 
with me only as to the method of exhibiting my 
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Mr. BARKSDALE, You are making a speech 


for him. 


Mr. HILL. 


No; Lam only stating what Mr. 


Kerr said. Mr. Kerrr has already made a very 
tolerable speech for him, if he places him in his 
true light. 


A Voice. Ask Mr. Loveyoy. 
Mr. HILL. Mr. Keirr made a very good 


speech for him, and I hope he has not misstated 


| 


repugnance to that doctrine, I will say that | 
think I carry the evidence of my te to- 
day rather further than he does, anc that I must 
be permitted to manifest it in my own way, while | 
I do not object to his doing it in his way. I sqy, 
with all deference to the gentleman, that I do not 
expect to vote for any man for Speaker, or Pres- 
ident, or any other office, unless one of mere honor, 
who entertains the doctrine of popular sover- 
elgnty. 

‘Mr. BARKSDALE. I call the gentleman’s 
attention to this fact: On Friday, when Mr. Mat- 
Lory, of Kentucky, stated that, by the votes of 
the Democratic party, Mr. Smirn, of North Car- | 
olina, could be elected Speaker of this House, | 
enough votes were obtained to secure his election. 
The Democratic party then sacrificed their per- 
sonal predilections, and rallied to the support of 
Mr. Smitu, of North Carolina. 

Mr. MALLORY. Does the gentleman from 
Mississippi state that votes enough can be secured 
on the Democratic side of the House to clect Mr. 
McC ernanp if the Americans vote for him? | 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I statethat,with the united | 
vote of the Democratic party and the votes of the 
South Americans, Mr. Pennirncron’s clection can 
be prevented. 


any material fact in reference to the position of 
the gentleman from New Jersey. But what I com- 
plain of is this getting up a schism between the 
friends of the protection of slavery in the Terri- 
tories. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to make this ad- 
| ditional remark: That if there should be an election 
|| upon this ballot, and Mr. Pennineron should be 
| elected Speaker of this House, I desire to call the 
attention of the country to this fact, that the Rep- 
resentative of a slaveholding constituency [Mr. 
Henry Winter Davis] will be responsible for 
that election. But for the vote of the gentleman 
from Maryland, even upon this ballot, with the 
changes which it is understood will be made, Mr. 
PENNINGTON cannot be elected; and I desire to 
state, and desire the country to know, that a mem- 
ber of the American party will be responsible for 
the election of the candidate of the Republican 
party as Speaker of this House. 1 vote for Mr. 
McC ernanp, of Illinois. 

Mr. MOORE, of Alabama, obtained the floor. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I now give notice, that if 
there is any power in this House to enforce order, 
I shall, from this time forth, insist upon the pres- 
ervation of order. I object to this discussion, 
and [ appeal to gentlemen to obey the rules of 


Mr. MALLORY. But the Democrats are not |) order. We have no power to enforce order unless 
united. I suppose that the gentleman, however, | we do. 


merely makes a statement of his opinion. I do 
not think that it is within the knowledge of the 
gentleman that his assertion is true. 

Mr. HILL. I ask the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi if he knows whether there are any Demo- | 
crats ready to change their votes for Mr. McCuen- 
NAND? 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 
moment, positively. 
Mr. MALLORY. I said yesterday, and I re- 
peat it now, that when the Democratic party of 
this House put Mr. McCuiernanp in a position 
where the votes of the South American party will 

elect him, I will vote for him. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I make this statement. 
We can place him in that position where we can 
defeat the Republican nominee. It is your duty, 
gentlemen, to prevent the election of a Repub- 
lican. 

Mr. MALLORY. I understand the gentleman 
to state that he does not know whether any Dem- 
ocrat is ready to change his vote for Mr. McC.er- 


The CLERK. The gentleman from Ohio ob- 
jects to any further explanation. 
Mr. MOORE, of Alabama. 

matter of right. 

Mr. TOMPKINS. Then I object. 

Mr. MOORE, of Alabama. I have a right to 
make a personal explanatica. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I ask the gentleman from 
Alabama if he intends to change his vote, Gr to 
cast a vote affecting this ballot? 

Mr. MOORE, of Alabama. I do not consider it 
necessary to state to thatgentleman what I expect 
to do or tosay. I claim the right to make a per- 
sonaiexplanation. That is always in order. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I ask ngw if there is any 
power in this House to preserve order? [object 
to the gentleman’s proceeding. 

Mr. MOORE, of Alabama. I claim it as my 

| right to make a personal explanation. 

The CLERK. The Clerk begs leave to say to 
the gentleman from Alabama, that by the parlia- 
mentary law, during the taking of a vote, it is 


I claim it as a 


I cannot state, at this 


NAND. not in order to speak, except by unanimous con- 
Mr.SHERMAN. I make the point of order, |; sent; but the Clerk desires further to stat 





and ask gentlemen whether this has not gone far 
enough? Let us have the vote terminated. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I am upon the floor, and 
I hope the gentleman from Ohio will pardon me. 

The CLERK. The Clerk understands that 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Clerk, 1 beg to say to my 
friend from Mississippi that in all likelihood the 
day may arrive when that class of men who en- | 
tertain opmions like his and mine upon the subject 
of the protection of slavery in the Territorics will | 
need all the harmony and concord of action they || 
can possibly bring to bear for the success of that 
particular party. Let me now adjure him at the 
outset not to quarrel among ourselves as to who 
shall be the Speaker of this House. If what has 
fallen from the lips of another of our coadjutors | 
upon this subject [Mr. Kerrt] be true in regard 
to the position of the distinguished nominee of || 
the Republicans of this House, he is not after all | 
so very bad a man. If it be true that he is in fa- |) 
vor of the fugitive slave law and its enforcement, 
and that he will not interfere with slavery in Ter 
ritories where it naturally belongs, he comes very 
close to my views and those of the gentleman 
from Mississippi. | 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to ask the gen- |, 
tleman from Georgia if the candidate of the Re- | Mr. SHERMAN. I nowenter my solemn pro- 
a party, a man who has been voting for || test against this violation of the rules of order. 

r. SHERMAN until he was himself nominated, If the Clerk says that he has no power to enforce 


Mr. WINSLOW. I hope the gentleman from 
Ohio will withdraw his objection. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Ifthe gentleman from North 
Carolina can place some reasonable limit to this 
discussion, I—— 

Mr. WINSLOW. 
further. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
this contest. 

Mr.GROW. I desire to make this suggestion: 
If any gentleman having the floor will go on and 





It cannot proceed much 


I desire to put an end to 


| tween three, four, or five genuemen at the same 
, time, I think there will be no objection upon this 


heretofore that these colloquies are not proper. 
Mr. WINSLOW. I think the feeling of the 
House will be better consulted by allowing every 
gentleman to pursue that course which he thinks 
his duty to himself and his constituents requires. 
Mr. MOORE, of Alabama. Am I recognized 
by the Clerk? 
The CLERK. The Clerk recognizes the gen- 
| tleman from Alabama. 
Mr. MOORE, of Alabama. 


or two to say. 


Ihave but a word 


is acceptable to him as Speaker of this House? the rules of order, I will submit to it. 


| 
Mr. HILL. Certainly not, and I shall not vote | The CLERK. The Clerk begs leave to say to 
for him. il the gentleman from Alabama that these personal 


make his remarks, and not allow a colloquy be- | 


| side of the House. I think both sides have agreed | 
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j . ‘ 
| explanations, during the voting, cannot be in- 
dulged in except by unanimous consent of the 


House. But the gentleman from Ohio will bear 
the Clerk witness that such explanations have, 
from the beginning of this Congress, been permit- 
ted by the House, usually by unanimous consent, 
and that they have been permitted this morning 
during the voting; and the gentleman from Ohio 
will see at once that it places the Clerk in a very 
embarrassing situation to call upon him to enforce 
this rule strictly now. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Then I give this notice: 
that, after the gentleman now upon the floor has 


| concluded, I shall insist on my objection; and I 


appeal to gentlemen upon all sides of the House 
to unite in insisting upon the enforcement of the 
rules of order. : 

Mr. MOORE, of Alabama. It will be time 
enough for the gentleman to appeal to the House 
when he gets himself into a position to do so, I 
do not acknowledge his right to do so now. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Then | insist upon the en- 
forcement of the rules. 

Mr. MOORE, of Alabama. | insist upon being 
heard. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Alabama 
will recollect that the Clerk ‘has stated that by 
parliamentary law, which this body reeognizes as 
its rule of government—— 

Mr. SHERMAN, Ifall the powers under heaven 
be brought to bear, I will not withdraw my ob- 
jection. I msist upon my point of order. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Alabama 
will permit the Clerk—— 

Mr. MOORE, of Alabama. Itis not surprising 
that the gentleman from Ohio should be somewhat 
snarlish, 

The CLERK. The Clerk conceives that the 
gentleman from Ohio has the right, if he insists 
upon it, tomake the objection he has made. The 
Clerk has just appealed to the gentleman from 
Ohio to withdraw his objection for the purpose of 
enabling 

Mr. MOORE, of Alabama. I will not take the 
floor by the courtesy of the gentleman from Ohio. 
I claim it as a right. 

Mr. COX. Lappeal to my colleague to with- 
draw his objection, assuring him that it will faeil- 





itate the ballot. 


Mr. MOORE, cf Alabama. [ will not be in- 
debted to the gentleman from Ohio for the floor. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I sist on my objection, 

Mr. MOORE, of Alabama. Since that is the 
decision of the Clerk, that I will be out of order 
unless I propose to change my vote, I will change 
it in order to make an explanation of my course. 


| That I have the right to do. 


The CLERK. ‘The gentleman from Alabama 
proposes to change his vote; and he proposes to 
state the reasons for that change. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Does the gentleman from 


| Alabama so state to the Clerk? 


The CLERK. 
rentleman. 

Mr. MOORE, of Alabama. I only did so in 
case I am denied the right to speak. If I under- 
stand the Clerk aright, he stated that I could not 
otherwise make a personal explanation. 

The CLERK. As the Clerk understands the 
parliamentary law, gentlemen are not permitted 
to make statements without the unanimous con- 
sent of the House, while the House is dividing on 
a question. But the gentleman from Alabama 
now states that he proposes to change his rote, 
and asks to state his reasons for doing so. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I said, when I rose, that I 
would not object to that. If the gentleman had 
so stated I would not have objected. 

Mr. MOORE, of Alabama. Mr. Clerk, Lhave 
but a word or two to say in explanation of the 
| course which I have felt it my duty to pursue in 
this last balloting of to-day, and yesterday. I 
should not have felt myself called upon to do so 
even now, but for the remarks made by the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi, [Mr. ee) 

1 understood yesterdey, and the published pro- 
ceedings show the fact, that if all the Democratic 
and South American scattering votes had been cast 
for Mr. McCrernanp, he could not have been 
elected. 

Lam informed by one of the tellers at your table 
that that is the case to-day; that if every vote of 
the House besides those cast for Mr. Pennine- 


The Clerk so understood the 


TON were cast for Mr. McCiernanp, he could not 











} 
4 
i 
4 
i 
: 


> 


‘ 
i 
i 
{ 
’ 

3 

© 
4. 
= 





are 5 2 
a hig 
re et 
a bs 
I 
ene i 
age || 
* nh 
aan} 
mama 
a 
me 
. 
* « 
sd ? 4 
oe 
ee ' 
oh 
sa : 
= a 
ry 
me. ‘Ss! 


654 


now be elected. 1, then, Mr. Clerk, deny for my- 
self, and for those who act with me and who have 
not secn fit to cast their votes for Mr. McCier- 
NAND, that we contribute in any manner to the 
election of a Republican. I confess that the gen- 
tleman from Néw Jersey is not so distasteful to 
me as the Republican candidate who has been 
withdrawn; but it is enough for me that he isa 
Republican. If a sufficient number would unite 
till the 4th of March, 
r86i, before | would ever consent toallow any one 
of their number to fill the Speaker’s chair. " But 
I know that that cannot be accomplished. 

My repugnance to the election of the gentleman 
from New Jers: y is so great, that if the re spons- 
ibility were thrown on me of deciding between 
any one on this side and him, | think my whole 
course, since the beginning of the session, would 
not leave a question or doubt as to how I should 
vole in such a contingency. My vote, itis certain, 
could not elect—and prevents the election of Mr. 
PennincTon as effectually by being cast for the 
gentleman for whom I have voted, [Mr. Bococx,] 
as if it were castfor Mr. McCirrnanpb. Itcounts 
as much against the Republican candidate, and in 
eventing his obtaining a majority of this House. 
| always regret to find myself compelled to sep- 
arate from the great body of my Demoeratic 
friends. In the present instance, my position is 
one of extreme « elicacy and embarrassment, be- 
cause of the high character of the gentbeman from 
Ilinois, who is presented for our support. [never 
met that honorable gentleman till the beginning 
of this session; but his whole course here has 
commended him to my high respect and esteem. 
I have no doubt that he would discharge the dutics 
of that position with credit to himself and with 
honor tothecountry. Thatgentleman, however, 
differs on fundamental questions from myself and 
from those who sent me here, and from the Dem- 
ocratic party of my State, as expressed in their 
recent convention; and, | might add, from both 
of the political parties of Alabama, as shown by 
the action of the Legislature now in session. In 


with me, | would sit her 


every county of my district the opinions which | 


he entertains on the subject of squatter sovereignty 
have been condemned. 
reflecting the sentiments of my constituents, | do 
but carry out my own. 

In conclusion, Mr. Clerk, I again and most 
emphatically deny that my vote, with all the scat- 
tering votes can elect, in any contingency, Mr. 
McCriernanp. As to whatmay be done by gen- 
tlemen changing their votes, that is entirely con- 
jectural, and a matter which I cannotcontrol. It 
may be done at any me; and for that every man 
must act on hisown responsibility. I change my 
vote from Mr. Bocock to Mr. Boycr, of South 
Carolina. ' 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. With the consent 
of gentlemen on the other side, {laughter,] | want 
to make a small explanation, [Cries of **Goon,’’] 
1 want to say simply this, that in not one ef the 
votes which [ have cast since | have been here, 
have I consulted myself, or how the vote would 
operate on me. [| have not voted for the man, but 
for the couniry only. | have endeavored to keep 
that in view all the while, and I have given my 
vote to particular men as representatives of what 
I conceive to be the best interests of the country. 
Influenced by no other feeling, I stand on that 
platform. [Cries of **Good.’’} 

Mr. FLORENCE. Governed by patriotic mo- 
tives, I cast my vote for Joun A. McCcernanp, 
of Iilinois. 

Mr. BRIGGS. _I rise for the purpose of chang- 
ingmy vote. [Sensation in the Hall and galleries, 
and cries of ** Down!’’ **Order!’’] Ll will occupy 
but a moment or two in giving the reasons why | 
shall change my vote, In fact, the position which I 
now occupy might have been anticipated from the 
remarks which | made in this House on Monday 
last. | then stated that I was under a solemn 
pledge and obligation to the party to which | am 
and have been attached. There had been placed 
in nomination a gentleman possessing the confi- 
dence of my political friends. The sequel proved 
that he not only commanded the enure vote of 
the party with which I am associated, but also 
received nearly all the Democratic vote. He thus 
came near to being clected, and was at one time, 
as we recollect, elected. My efforts were expended 
without avail, I was then free from further obli- 


In obeying the will and | 


candidate from the field. In reciprocation of the 
gencrous and magnanimous acts of the Democratic 
party in casting their vote for Mr. Smits, | could 
do no less, with honor to myself, than to vote as 
| have voted for one of their number. It is ap- 
parent to us all that an election cannot be had by 
the concentration of the elements of opposition 
to the Republicah party on any one nominee, 
either American or Democrat; that this House 
has now been engaged in an unsuccessful effort 
to organize for nearly nine weeks; that the coun- 
try is agitated, and are now waiting in breathless 
silence, with all eyes turned in this direction; that 
it is important that there should be an organiza- 
tion. I claim that my course has been consistent 
with my professions upon former occasions, that 
I could cast my vote for a gentleman having party 
affiliations, for gentlemen who I believed enter- 
tained high and conservative opinions politically, 
although they were connected with the ie 
party. I did name two, and | think I have named 
three, gentlemen in that party for whom I could 
consistently vote. I could not, as gentlemen 
know, under the condition of things existing, for 
apparent reasons, vote for the distinguished gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Suerman,] who was the 
nominee of that party for more than eight weeks. 
Even had I cast my vote for him, it would have 


accomplished no rv sult. 


| party sense. 


The time has, however, now arrived when I can 
conscientiously and consistently cast my vote for 
a gentleman having affiliations with the Republi- 
can party who is now the candidate of that party. 
In doing so, | do not compromise myself in any 
I am distinctly where you found 
me on my arrival here at the commencement 
of the session. I sull claim my allegiance for 
the American, conservative, constitutional, Union 
party of the country. I say, Mr. Clerk, that in 
casting my vote, as [am about to do, lam not 


' compromised in a political point of view, more 
' than Democrats were compromised and demoral- 


| accomplished, 


ized in voting for my friend, Mr. Smiru, of North 
Carolina. A Democrat is not an old-line Whig 
because he casts his vote for an old-line Whig. 
So, sir, in casting my vote, as I am about to do, 
for a gentleman associated with the Republican 
party, it does not make a Republican of me. 
Gentlemen, I will not detain you longer. Con- 
scious of the responsibility that has attached to 
me, holding, as I have for the last two votes, the 
organization of the House in my hands, one vote 
only being necessary, in addition to the one hun- 
dred and sixteen votes given to Mr. Pennineton, 
of New Jersey, to elect him Speaker of the House, 
l now withdraw my vote from Mr. McCLernanp, 


| and cast my vote for Mr. Pennineton, of New 
| Jersey. 


[The announcement was received with 
deafening applause in the galleries, accompanied 
with Peres 

Mr. JENKINS. I desire to change my vote. 
I doit not expecting, however, that I shall accom- 
plish anything practical by it, except that I will 
give the House an opportunity of testing the sin- 
cerity of some of the expressions of nationality 
which have been made here to-day and hereto- 
fore. [understand my friend from Mississippi 
{[Mr. Barkspate] to say that Mr. Stattwortn 
will be here to-morrow orin a dayortwo. The 
loss of three or four days even would be prefer- 
able to the election of a Republican. I withdraw 
my vote, therefore, from Mr. McCiernanp, and 
cast it for Mr. Staniworra. 

I understand that it is said now that we cannot 
elect any man to defeat the Black Republican 
party, because our candidate cannot vote for him- 
self. I understand the gentleman from New York 
{[Mr. Brices] to say that he will vote fora na- 
tional man, if his vote will elect him. If we vote 
for Mr. STALLWorrn, our candidate need not vote 
for himself, and his election may, therefore, be 
It is to test the sincerity of that 
declaration of the gentleman from New York, that 
I now cast my vote for Mr, Stattworrn. 

The Clerk then read the names of members as 
they were recorded. 

Mr. JENKINS, I rise again to change my 
vote. I said, when I voted for Mr. Srattwortn, 
that I did not expect to accomplish anything 
practical by it, but I. understood the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Briggs] tosay, that in case 
his vote, cast for the candidate in opposition to 
the Republican party, would elect him, he would 


gations iy that quarter by the withdrawal of my || se vote. I therefore proposed the name of Mr. 
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STALLWORTH, but, inasmuch as the gentleman 


| from New York has made no response, and, as 
| any effort to effect a change will be unavailing, I 


| apprehended the parliamentary law. 


withdraw my vote from Mr. Stati:wortn and 
vote for Mr. McCLernanp. 

Mr. BRIGGS. I was not aware that any re- 
marks had been addressed to me. [Cries of ** An- 
nounce the result !’’} 

Mr. BONHAM. Before the vote is declared, 
I desire to make a single remark; I may have mis- 


When the 


| member from Ohio [Mr Suerman] objected to the 
| honorable member from Alabama [Mr. Moore] 


proceeding, I protested carnestly, as I did when 


. - . ‘ . 
‘| the honorable gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Un- 


DERW 00D] made asimilar objection, believing that, 
while the vote was being taken, every member 


_ had the right to give the reason for his vote. If 


[ am mistaken—and I understand the Clerk to 
have stated that such a construction is not in 
accordance with parliamentary law—it is due to 
me to say, it is due to the honorable gentleman 
from Georgia, to say—and I say it without con- 


| sultation with him or with any one else—that, be- 


| either side. 


lieving I was right, I had some feeling of indigna- 
tion at the manner in which honorable members 
were disposed to press their objections. It may 
be that lam wrong, but such explanations cer- 
tainly were made during the long-contested elec- 
tions which took place in 1850 and 1854, when 
members proposed to change their votes. 

Mr. UNDERWOO I was satisfied the hon- 
orable gentleman from South Carolina-did not 
intend to be offensive. I rise simply for the pur- 
pose of giving the reason why I did not continue 
my objections. I saw that my friends around me 
did not like me to continue that course, and I 
therefore discontifued it. 

Mr. STANTON. [Loud cries of ‘* No more 
speeches !’’ and * Vote!’’ ** Vote!’’] I rise for 
the purpose of asking [eries of ‘* Declare the 
vote !’’ ** Order !’’] that when the vote is declared, 
there shall be no demonstrations of applause on 
[Shouts of **Order!’’? and ‘ An- 
nounce the result!’’] 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. Before the 
vote is announced, I wish to say, in justice to the 
gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Smiru,}] 
that in making the statement before the House 
that he would give me no certain assurance as to 
the policy on which he would construct the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, he also said he would 
give none to the other side of the House. 

Several Members on the Democratic side. No- 
body wanted him to. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. I of course 
did not speak to him of the personnel of the com- 
mittee—a subject on which I would not approach 
even a Speaker elect. 1 further wish to say that 
I understand that gentleman to be in favor of in- 


| cidental protection; but, at the time I addressed 


hum, he did not answer in the positive and satisfac- 
tory manner that I desired, as a Representative of 
Pennsylvania 

The tellers then reported the result of the bal- 
lot; whereupon the Clerk announced that Wiz- 
LIAM PenninGToN, a Representative from the State 
of New Jersey, having received a majority ofall the 
votes cast, was duly elected Speaker of the House 


| of Representatives for the Thirty-Sixth Congress, 


The announcement was received with the wav- 
ing of handkerchiefs and prolonged and enthu- 


| silastic cheering in the galleries and on the floor, 


accompanied by slight hisses. 


Mr. HINDMAN. [rise to call the attention 


_ of the House and the country to the fact that a 





Black Republican Speaker [Cries of **Oh!”’ 
**Oh!”? and deafening shouts of ** Order!” from 
the Republican a9 

Mr. ADRAIN. I call the gentleman to order. 

The CLERK. The Clerk will! state to the gen- 
tleman from Arkansas, that in pursuance of the 
vote of the House 

Mr. HINDMAN. I am in order. 
»oint of order is made, I will speak to that point. 
[Cries of **Order!’’ and great confusion.] I have 
the right to be heard upon the point of order. 
Now, what point of order have you raised ? 

Mr. ADRAIN. That debate is out of order. 

Mr.GROW. My point of order is, that a 
Speaker has just been elected by the House, and 
that until he has been conducted to the chair, 
nothing is in order; nothing can be in order. 





The CLERK. The Clerk begs leave respect- 
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fully to suggest to the gentleman from Arkansas 
that this House has just declared a Speaker elect, 
and that the first thing in order is to conduct that 
Speaker to the chair. The Clerk has no power 
further to preserve order. Until the Speaker has 
been conducted to the chair, the House is without 
an organ or any person having authority to en- 
tertain motions or questions of order. 

Mr. HINDMAN. AIlI proposed to say was, 
that a Black Republican Speaker [shouts of 
“*Order!’’] has been elected by the votes of two 
members of the Know Nothing party. [Vehe- 
ment shouts of ** Order !’’] 

The Clerk appointed Messrs. Bocock and 
SHERMAN a committee to conduct the Speaker 
elect to the chair; which duty was immediately 
performed by those gentlemen. 

The SPEAKER elect, on taking the chair, ad- 
dressed the House as follows: 

GENTLEMEN OF THE House or REPRESENTA- 
tives: | return you my grateful acknowledg- 
ments for the distinguished honor you have been 

leased to confer upon me, in electing me Speaker 
of this House. Coming here for the first time at 
the present session, to be associated with you as 
a member, no event could have been more un- 
looked for than that I should be called upon to 
preside over your deliberations. And my friends 
will do me the justice to say that I have not sought 
the position, as I certainly never desired it. Lam, 
nevertheless, as conscious of the dignity and im- 
yortance of this high office as any gentleman can 
ye; but L should have been far better pleased had 
its duti¢s been intrusted to abler and more ex- 
perienced hands. After witnessing the almost in- 
surmountable obstacles in the way of the organi- 
zation of this House, I came to the conclusion 
that any gentleman, of any party, who could 
command a majority of the votes for Speaker, 
was bound, in deference to the public exigencies, 
to accept the responsibility as an act of patriotic 
duty, whether agreeable to his personal feelings 
or not. As that choice has unexpectedly fallen 
upon me, I have not hesitated to accept it. In 
the execution of this high trust, my object will be 
to do my duty with impartiality and justice to all. 
I shall have great necessity, gentlemen, for your 
indulgence in the new position in which f am 
placed, and I feel entire confidence I shall re- 
ecive it at your hands. 

A Representative from the State of New Jersey, 
upon whose soil so many brilliant achievements 
were accomplished in the revolutionary war, and 
whose people have ever been distinguished for 
their devotion to the Constitution and the Union, 
1 pray the great Arbiter of our destinies, that I 
may do no act to impair the integrity of either; 
that by wise and prudent counsels peace and order 
may yet reign in our midst, and our free institu- 
tions be perpetuated to our descendants. I feel I 
have a national heart, embracing all parts of our 
blessed Union. 

Again thanking you for your kindness, I now 
enter upon the discharge of the arduous and com- 
plicated duties of my station. 

Mr. PHELPS, being the oldest consecutive 
member of the House, then administered the usual 
oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States to the Speaker elect; after which, the oath 
was administered by the Speaker to the members 
and delegates present. 

ADOPTION OF RULES. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Mr. Speaker, 
I offer the resolutions which I send to the desk, 
and on those resolutions I call for the previous 
question. 

The Clerk read the resolutions, as follows: 

Resolved, ‘That the rules of the House of Representatives 
of the Thirty-Fifth Conzress shall be the rules of the House 
of Representatives, until otherwise ordered. 

Resolved further, That a committec of five, consisting of 
the Speaker and four members, to be named by him, be ap- 
pointed, to whom shall be referred the rules of the House, 
and who shall have leave to report, at any time, such amend- 
ment and revision of the same as they shall think proper; 


and such report, when made, shall be considered by the 
House as a special order. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM, Will the genfle- 
man from Maine accept a modification excepting 
the hour rule? . 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I withdraw the 
call for the previous question fora moment. The 
first resolution is the usual resolution adopting 
the rules, and the second a similar resolution to 
the one passed unanimously by the House at the 


last session of Congress, during which the report 
of the committee was not acted upon. I renew 
the call for the previous question. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Will the gentle- 
man from Maine accept my modification ? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I cannotace: pt 
any modification. The subject will come before 
the House when the committee make their report, 
and then the gentleman from Ohio can offer his 
amendment. 

Mr. NIBLACK. 

Mr. HOUSTON, The re solutions propose to 
nake a special order,and [ask the Chair whether 
it will not require a two-thirds vote for that pur- 

mOSe fr 

The SPEAKER. 
that it will not. 

Mr. NIBLACK. Will the gentleman from 
Maine allow me to have my proposition read? If 
there be objection it will be excluded. 

Mr. BRANCH. Mr. Speaker, the rules of the 
House of Representatives contain one that pro- 
vides that no rule shall be changed except upon 
one day’s notice; and another that no motion to 
suspend the rules shall be in order exci pt upon 
Monday, and then only by a two-thirds vote. | 
understand the resolution of the gentleman from 
Maine to have this effect, and no other effect, toe 
provide that, during the session of Congress, this 
committee proposed to be appoint d shall have it 
in its power, onany day and to suit any occasion, 
as it may arise, to move to alter the rules of the 
House or to suspend one, when no member out- 
side of that committee has such power. One of 
these same rules would be violated by allowing 
this committee to re port at any time. ‘| object to 
putting it within the power of any committee of 
this House to move, at any time they may think 
fit during the session, to suspend a rule that may 
stand in the way of accomplishing some purpose 
that the majority of the House may have in view. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. The question 
is notdebatable, the previous question having been 
called. . 

Mr. BOCOCK. Iaskthe gentleman from Maine 
to yield to me for a moment. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I withdraw the 
eall for the previous question to hear what th 
gentleman from Virginia has to say. 

Mr. BRANCH. I have only one remark fur- 
ther. This resolution, if adopted by the House, 
wil appoint a commission, so to spr ak; a com- 
mittee which will stand here over the House dur- 
ine this entire session. 

Mr. WINSLOW. Whenever they report, their 
functions will cease. 

Mr. BRANCH. Suchare not the terms of the 
resolution, 

Mr. WINSLOW. 
law. 

Mr. BRANCH. Under the resolution, the com- 
mittee will have a right to report during the ses- 
sion, at any moment, whatever change of our 
rules they may deem fit. I object to putting it in 
the power of any committee to rise, whenever 
they may find that a rule of the House stands 
in the way of the accomplishment of an object the 
majority have in view, and suspend or alter it 
when no othe r member or members of th House 
have the same power. I object to the resolution, 
and hope it will be resisted. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I withdraw the 
previous question, for a moment, to hear the gen- 
tleman from Virginia. 

Mr. WHITELEY. 
order, 

The SPEAKER., The gentleman from Vir 
rinia is entitled to the floor, by consent of the 
gentleman from Maine. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I understand that the gentle- 
man from Maine has withdrawn the call for th. 
previous question, and that I am legitimately en- 
titled to the floor. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I withdrew the 
previous question, and yielded to the gentleman 
to hear what he has got to say, 

Mr. FLORENCE. I make the point of order 
that the gentleman from Maine had not the floor 
to yield it. The gentleman from North Carolina 
had the floor; it was yielded to him uncondition- 
| ally, and now the gentleman from Virginia has it 

unconditionally. 


I wish to offer a substitute. 


The Chair is of the opinion 


That ie the arli Sawer 
hat is the parliamentary 


| 
|| The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine || 


| yielded the floor to the gentleman from North Car- 


ONGRESSIONAL GLOBR. 


I rise to a question of 






650 


olina foran explanation, and for the same yurpose 
he now yields it to the gentleman from Virginia. 
The floor reverts, after the explanation, to the gen- 
tleman from Maine. 

Mr. BOCCCK. 1 wish to say, Mr. Speaker, 
that, in my opinion, the resolution is & very proper 
one in the Mtent and purpose for which it was 
offered. We on this side of the House know that 
the rules of the House, as they have been fora 
number of years, ought to be amended. That con 
viction was so strong upon the members of this 
House, during the last session of Congress, that 
a proposition, submitted by my honorable friend 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Winstow,] exactly 
similar in purport, and, perhaps, in language, to 
the one now offered by the gentleman from Maine, 
was almost unanimously adopted. Now, sir, if 
the resolutions are not adopt d, the explanation 
made by the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
Brancu] will show the extreme difficulty of ever 
effecting an amendment of the rules. Lf we are to 
have these rules amended, then it is absolutely 
essential to incorporate in the resolutions adopting 
these rules, a clause which will enable the com 
mittee upon rules to ré port at any time, 

Now, in relation to the objection urged by the 
gentleman from North Carolina, | do not think 
it would exist under the general parliamentary 
law. [ think the explanation made by my friend 
from North Carolina, upon my right, [Mr. Wins- 
Low,] is strictly applicable; but I would suggest 
to the gentleman from Maine that, in order to re- 
move all difficulties in relation to this subject, he 
should add to his resolution the words * provided, 


| that when the committee reports, its functions 


’* 


shall cease, 

Mr. BRANCH. If he 
draw my objection. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I aceept the 
modification suggested by the gentleman from 
Virginia, and I renew the demand for the previous 
question. 

Mr. BRANCH. Iwithdraw my objection. 

Mr. WHITELEY. I rise to a pointof order. 
The question of order which I raise upon the res- 
olution of the gentleman from Maine is, thatafter 
the election of a Speaker nothing is in order but 
the election of a Clerk, and that you must havea 
Clerk before any resolution can be submitted to 
the House. : 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
the gentleman from Delaware—— 

Mr. WHITELEY. No,sir. Have J not the 
floor? This view ought to commend itself to the 
common sense of the gentleman from Maine; but 
beyond that I have in my hand a law passed by 
the First Congress under the Constitution, on the 
Ist day of June, 1789, which is in these words: 

“That at the first session of Contress, after every general 
election of Representatives, the oatu or affirmation aforesaid 
shall be administered by any one member of the House of 
Representatives to the Speaker ; and by him to all members 
present, and to the Clerk, previous to entering on any other 


business ; and to the members who shall afterwards appear, 
previous to taking their seats.”’ 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Inreply tothe 
rentleman from Delaware, I say first, that the 
practice of the House generally las been to adopt 
us rules before proceeding to the election of a 
Clerk; and [have further to say, that not only has 
that been the custom and practice of the House, 
but that the rules themselves provide for the elec- 
tion of a Clerk, and we are to elect a Clerk un- 
der the nomination provided for expressly by the 
rules. ‘That is all f have to say im regard to the 
question of order. The previous question has 
been called upon my resolution and seconded. 

The SPEAKER. Except by unanimous eon- 
sent the Chair cannot hear discussion. In refer- 
ence to the pending question, the Chair is of opin- 
ion, so far as relates to the motion of the gentleman 
from Maine, that it is not within a fair construc- 
tion of the point of order raised by the gentleman 
from Delaware. The Chair understands that th 
practice of the House has been to adept its rules 
previous to the election of a Clerk. 

Mr. WHITELEY. Do I understand the Chair 
to decide against me? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does so decide. 

Mr. WHITELEY. I take an appeal from the 

| decision of the Chair. [Cries of * No!’’ No!” 
upon the Democratic side. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I ask the gentl 
/ man from Delaware to withdraw that appeal. I 
|| think the decision of the Chair is correct. The 


villdo that, I will with- 


Let me say to 


fail & 
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adoption of the rules is not business within the |; 
purview of the law which has been read. 


Mr. HILL. 
arian of any experience; 
that we may fall into the wildest confusion even 
while the election of a Clerk is progressing, if we 
have no rules for our guidance. I am not unwill- 
ing myself, since I think that election may be pro- 
tracted, to make a motion which might prevent 
any likelihood of such a state of confusion. It 
occurs to me that we should have some rules to 
govern us before we proceed to the election ofany 
of our officers, or clse what order shall we have ? 

Mr. WHITELEY. I withdraw my appeal. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I appeal to the gentleman 
from Maine to allow my proposition, designed as 
a substitute for his, to be read for information. 
I propose to get at the same result by a shorter 
way. Il propose to adopt now the amendments 
which were reported two years ago. 

Mr. GROW. I rise to a point of order. I 
hope we shall begin by procceding to our busi- 
ness in order. After the previous question is 
called, debate is not in order. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I was appealing to the gen- 
tleman from Maine. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I must respect- 
fully decline to hear it. (Cries of ‘* Question !’’ 
** Question | 

Mr. McRAE. I call for the reading of the reso- 
lutions. 

The resolutions, as modified, were accordingly 
read. 

The main question was then ordered to be put; 
and under the operation thereof, the resolutions 
were agreed to. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I rise toa priv- 
ileged question. 

Mr. LEAKE. I call for a division of the ques- 
tion, and ask a vote seriatim upon the two resolu- 
tions. [Cries of ‘* Too late !’’) 

Mr. BRANCH. A question cannot be divided 
after the main question has been ordered; and, be- 
sides that, the resolutions have been adopted. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. That is truc. 
I move to reconsider the vote by which the reso- 
lutions were adopted; and also move td lay the 
motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The Jatter motion was agreed to. 


POST OFFICE DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. PHELPS. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a bill of the following 
titie—.- 

Mr. GROW. Let it be read for information. 

The Clerk read the title, as follows: 


I do not affect to be a parliament- 


A biil making appropriations to defray the deficienciesin 
the appropriations for the service of the Post Office Depart- 
ment, for the fiscal year ending 39th June, 1859, and in part 
for the support of the Post Office Department for the fiscal 
year ending 30th June, 1869. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsrlvania. I rise toa 
point of order. [submit that no such bill can 
now be introduced. 

Mr. WHITELEY. I would inquire whether 
sucha bill can be introduced and acted upon, with- 
out a Clerk ? 


The SPEAKER. 


The opinion of the Chair is 


that such business cannot be transacted until after 


the election of a Clerk. 
So the bill was not received. 
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION. 


Mr. FENTON. I offer the following resolu- 
tion; and upon it | demand the previous question: 


Resolved, Thata message be sent to the Senate toinform | 


that body that a quorum of the House of Representatives 
has assembled, and that Wit.tiamM PENNINGTON, one of the 
Representatives from the State of New Jersey, has been 
chosen Speaker, and that the House is now ready to pro- 
ceed to business. 


Mr. WINSLOW. Can such a resolution be 
sent to the Senate without its being certified to by 
the Clerk? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair regards that asa 
business which can be done by the present Clerk. 

Mr. WINSLOW. _I understand that there is 


a law—lI do not know the fact—which makes the | 


Clerk of a preceding Congress hold over till his 
successor is appointed; and, therefore, a bill could 
be certified just as a resolution of the House can 
be certified. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to say that | 


there is no 
ceedings. 


erson to keep a record of our pro- 


THE CONGRESSIO 


but it does occur to me | 


| vious 


therefore move that the Clerk of the | 


late House be declared Clerk of the present House; 
and on that I move the previous question, 

Mr. FENTON. I moved the previous ques- 
tion on the resolution which I offered. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I have submitted 
a motion and have not yielded the floor. 


ceedings; and, with a view to remedy that defi- 
ciency, I have moved that Mr. Allen, the late 


Clerk, be declared Clerk of this House; and on || 
| that motion I have moved the previous question. | 


I have | 
stated that we have no Clerk to record our pro- | 


NAL GLOBE, 


j 
j 
| 
| 
| 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that, | 


| there being a question pending—the resolution 
| offered by the gentleman from New York—and 


the previous question having been called on it, the 


| motion of the gentleman from Virginia is not now 


in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I suggest to the gentleman 
from New York to modify his resolution by strik- 
ing out the last line; for it is evident that we are 
not ready for business. Everything that the gen- 


| tleman intends will be accomplished by informing 


the Senate that we have elected a Speaker. 
Mr. GROW. Mr. Speaker, we are ready for 


business, 


Under the rules that we have just | 


adopted, the Clerk continues in his position, and | 
discharges his duties till his successor be elected. | 


We have gota Clerk now, as muchas atany other 


| time. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 
law. Thatisabsurd. The law says what we can 
do; and the rules of the House cannot, certainly, 
alter the law. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


Our rules cannot alter the | 


| 
Allow me to say that the | 


resolution offered by the gentleman from New | 
York is precisely similar to that which has been | 


offered for many Congresses. 
offered and adopted before the election of a Clerk. 
I hold in my hand the similar resolution which 
was offered at the last Congress. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Itis evident that the resolu- 
tion reports to the Senate that which is not true. 
If the gentleman were to strike out the last line, 
his object would be accomplished. 


Mr.BARKSDALE. [ask the gentleman from 


of this House until another is elected ? 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


| not. 


It has been always | 


| Alabama whether the present Clerk is not Clerk | 


No, sir; the law says he is | 


Mr. SHERMAN. Let me say that there never | 


has been, in the history of the Government, op- 
} 2 OF 
position made to this preliminary motion. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Will the Speaker 


be good enough to give me his attention a mo- 


|| ment? 


Mr. BARKSDALE. 
der the law, the present Clerk is Clerk of the 
House until another be elected. Suppose we were 
to have a protracted election for Clerk, who would 


record the proceedings of the House, unless the || 


present Clerk do it? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I believe I have the floor. 
I call the gentleman to order. 

Mr.BARKSDALE., All T desire to say is that 
the resolution is clearly in order. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There never has been, in 


tion to such a proposition as this—never. At the 


common consent. I insist on the previous ques- 


|| tlon on the resolution. 


Mr. BRANCH. Irisetoa en of order. 
I understood the Chair to rule the resolution out 
of order, and therefore I hold that the gentleman 


| from Ohio is not in order, unless he appeals from 
| the decision of the Chair. 


from Ohio whether he does so? [f not, he is not 
in order. 


Mr. FENTON. I would inform the gentleman 


|| from North Carolina that the Chair ruled my 
| resolution to be in order; and I have moved the 


previous question on it. 

The SPEAKER. Take your seats, gentlemen, 
or else the Chair can put no question. The res- 
olution of the gentleman from New York was de- 
clared to be in order. That makes the difference. 

Mr. FENTON. And on it I call for the pre- 
uestion. 

Mr. 
the Chair. I do so in order that 

Mr. SHERMAN. I rise to a point of order. 
The gentleman cannot debate his appeal. 

Mr. HILL. I wish to suggest 

Mr. PHELPS. I wish to make a suggestion to 








I ask the gentleman | 


I desire to say that, un- [ 








HELPS. I appeal from the decision of || 


| the Clerk of the present House. 


| appeal. 
the history of the Government, the least oppes | 
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the Chair in regard to his ruling, and to do so in 


| 


a spirit of kindness. I desire to call his attention 
first to the act of Congress which has been re- 
ferred to. I think the Speaker premature in his 
ruling that we cannot proceed to business, after 
‘we have adopted the rifes of the last House. The 
Constitution secures to each House the right to 
adopt rules for its own government. We have 
them now, and among those rules is one which 
continues the present Clerk as Clerk till another 
be elected. I care not what the law may be. This 
House may make rules that override the law. 
You cannot make a law to override the House, 
and to prevent it making rules for its procedure. 
The only provision in the Constitution in regard 
to the election of officers of the House is the fol- 
lowing: 

“The House of Representatives shall choose their Speaker 
and other officers.” 


We, under that rule, have elected a Speaker. 


The law of Congress provides for the election of a 
Clerk; and the rules which we have adopted for 


/our fovernment provide that the present Clerk 


shall hold office till his successor be elected: 
_ “Each House may determine the rules of its proceed- 
ings.”’ 

One of the rules of its proceedings is that the 
former Clerk shall continue until another Clerk 
is elected. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Read the rule—the 
2ist rule. : 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would like to ask the gen- 
tleman from Missouri one question. I,want to 
see whether I understand him. Does he contend 
that this House, under its power to make rules 
for its government, has a right to override a law 

assed by both Houses of Congress, and signed 
xy the President? I would like the gentleman to 
answer that question; because if he advocates 


| that, I have no more to say. 


Mr. SHERMAN. [rise toa point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis- 
souri has a right to be heard. 

Mr. SHERMAN. [rise to a point of order, 
and I wish to make it on my friend from Mis- 
sourl, because he is the gentleman whom I ought 
to make it on. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to read this part of 
the rule—that the Clerk shall continue in office 
till another be elected. b 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Another what? 

Mr. PHELPS. Another Clerk. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. What Clerk shall 
continue in office? 

Mr. PHELPS. The former Clerk. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Oh, no; that means 
We have no 
Clerk of the present House. That rule refers to 
a Clerk who shall be elected. 

Mr. PHELPS. I remarked that I took an 


|| appeal for the purpose of presenting a point of 


order, 


Mr. HOUSTON. The previous question has 


| been called, and I object to any debate. 


Mr. PHELPS. I do not intend to press the 
But I desire to call attention to the fact 
that, when J] rose and asked unanimous consent 


|| to introduce a bill, unanimous consent would have 
last Congress such a resolution was adopted by || 


been given, but that the Chair decided it was busi- 


| ness which could not be done until after the elec- 
| tion of a Clerk. 


I withdraw my appeal. 
Mr. HOUSTON. [I insist that the Chair shall 


| enforce the rules of the House. 


Mr. GOOCH. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. [Cries of ‘*That is right!’’ **No!’’] 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I hope my 
friend from Massachusetts will withdraw that 


| motion until we have passed these two formal 
| resolutions, that have been always passed the first 
|| business after the election of a Speaker. 
| take but a moment. 
| President, and the other to inform the Senate, that 


. It will 
The one is to inform the 


the House is organized and ready to transact 
business. 

The SPEAKER. Does the Chair understand 
oy, Pe motion to adjourn is withdrawn? 


r.GOOCH. I withdraw the motion to ad- 
| journ. 
Mr. COX. I renew it. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that when the 
House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Friday 
next. 

The SPEAKER, That is a motion in order. 

Mr. BURNETT. I demand the yeas and nays 
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